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RESCUED 
FROM DEATH! 


Read His Story 
Will You Sponsor Him? 





Jo Yong Ee was disdbveied a few weeks ago in a hole in the side of a hill 
in Pusan, Korea. He was seven years old on January third. When he was 
three his mother died and a year later, his father, who was a fish seller, also 
died. For the last three years Jo has been begging for food. Nobody would 
take him in or care for him, for he is a hunchback boy. Slowly he was 
starving to death. 


When one of our seiiihicn found him he was so near death that a missionary 
doctor said he would have lived only a few days longer. Malnutrition 
‘and exposure to the 4everest weather had so weakened his body he finally 
contracted tubereulos 


Néw Knows Christian Love 


Of course he has had no opportunity ever to go to school, to Sunday School 
or church. He eannot remember when anyone spoke a kind word or showed 
any love to him. Now Jo is one of our Bethany Home boys. He must have 
special treatment at least for a year before he can be out, attend school 
and church, and livg a normal life. NOW he is shown Christian love every 
day. He is learningjto know of Christ and His salvation. 


ESEA supports ovef 2000 Korean orphans, war widows and lepers’ children 
in 28 Homes. Everyone is a true Christian institution. All Staff and Board 
members are earnem Christians. (True Bible believers) 


YOU may sponsor 4, or, if he is spoken for, another child who is very much 
in need. Each one;is waiting to have an American or Canadian ‘‘Daddie 
and Mommie.’’ For only $8 a month—just 26 pennies a day—you or your 
Sunday School, Bible Class, Junior Church, Ladies Group, ete., will help 
bring Christ to this child and train him to be a Christian leader in Korea. 
Right now we need sponsors for about 300 new orphans. Will you help us 
so that we may take many children off the streets before Korea’s cold winter 
sets in? Write or phone NOW! 


-——----- —~—-CLIP AND MAIL TODAY 





(_) YES I want to adopt Jo for one year. If this child has already been 
adopted, I agree’ to support another whom you may select. With God’s help 
I will send $8 a,month. Please let me have my child’s name, picture, address 
and story. I understand I may continue after one year if I wish to. Send me 
full particulars... - 








State 





Gifts of any amount are welcome. Sponsorings are income tax deductible. 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
A Non-Profit Corporation 
Dept. ST-9, 4848 North Leonard Drive 
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Letters From Readers 


Please accept our sincere thanks for 
supplying copies of the special Cen- 
tenary Number of THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times for our students and faculty. 
This was very thoughtful of you, and 
I am sure the papers were appreciated. 

Congratulations on the one hundredth 
anniversary of this splendid publication, 
with every good wish for the future— 
Edward John Carnell, Fuller Theoldgical 
Seminary. 





To Wade C. Smith: 

Every time I read THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times, I am more indebted to you for 
sending it to me. It is truly a blessing 
to me and I look forward to its com- 
ing each week. The Centenary Num- 
ber is wonderfully fine—Jane Dye, 
Blythe, Ga. 








The Sunday School Times, 325 North 13th Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, is an interdenominational weekly published 0 
each Saturday and printed in the U.S.A. 

Copyright, 1959, by The Sunday School Times Co. 
Second-class postage paid at Philadelphia, Pa., and at 
additional mailing offices. Entered as second-class matter 
at the post office, Ottawa, Canada. 
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Lesson for October 4 in this issue 
Lesson 1.—“Ye Shall Be Witnesses Unto Me.” 
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Song in the Night 
By Jessie Wilmore Murton 


HEN darkness and silence enfold 
earth and sky, 
And day’s fret and worry have taken 
their flight, 
The voice of the Saviour in soft accents 


falls 
Like heavenly music—a song in the 
night. 
A staff for our journey, a loaf for our 
need, 
A shelter for refuge, a beacon to 
light, 
A rainbow of promise that tells of His 
love, 
God .gives to His children a song in 
the night. 
A star for our guiding on life’s rugged 
way, 
And beauty for ashes of heartache 
and blight, 


How sweetly through earth’s tumult 
soft echoes drift 
To bring us God’s blessing, a song 
in the night. 


O Father, forgive us our doubts and 
our fears, 
Our sin and our straying from path- 
ways of right; 
Send bright angel messengers down 
from Thy courts 
With balm for our healing, and “songs 
in the night.” 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For with God nothing shall be 
impossible” (Luke 1:37). : 























“Hitherto 
hath the Lord 
helped us" 
1 SAMUEL 7:12 






Khrushchev’'s Visit 


As this issue of the TrmmMeEs goes to 
press,.it is expected that Premier Nikita 
Khrushchev of the Soviet Union will 
visit the United States, arriving Sep- 
tember 15th, about the time that this 
issue will reach many of its readers. 
He will be entertained by President 
Eisenhower, by our State Department, 
and by other high government officials. 
Whether or not, as individual Christians, 
we agree as to the advisability of such a 
visit, the invitation has been extended 
by our President and has been accepted, 
and the visit may have far-reaching 
effects for good or evil. Shall not all 


ve 


believers unite fervently in prayer that 
Mr. Khrushchev, in addition to what he 


“is shown of our material prosperity and 


armed might and united front,. may 
catch a vision,of this nation’s spiritual 
strength and n,-ay understand something 
of the impact,at Christianity has had 
upon our land? Imperfect and inade- 
quate though our Christian testimony 
may be, is it too much to ask God that 
Khrushchev may see that there are still 
many in our land who have not yet 
bowed the knee to the Baal of material-. 
ism and unbelief? Is it too much to ex- 
pect that God—if thousands call upon 
Him—will deal with this atheistic leader 
as he visits the shores of what is at least 
nominally a Christian nation? Will you 
pray and ask other Christian friends to 
pray for this Red leader, that God’s 
will may be accomplished in this visit, 
and for our own leaders that they may 
be given wisdom and discernment in all 
their contacts with him, and that some- 
how out of the wrath and stumbling of 
men may come that which will praise 
God and glorify Him? 


ve 


World View From a Prison 


By Vance Havner 


F ONE wants to know what time it 
I is by God’s clock and what is His 
program for these frightening days, 
he will not learn it by listening to news 
commentators or religious reformers out 
to set up the Kingdom before the King 
returns. He will find it in the New Tes- 
tament and indeed he can discover it 
in two of its smaller books. An old 
saint said, “Give me a candle and a 
Bible and put me in a dungeon and I 
will still tell you what time it is.” I 
am thinking of an older saint, a weary 
old preacher in a Roman jail. He is 
writing to a young minister, his son in 
the faith, urging him to come before 
winter and bring his parchments and 
an old cloak to prote@ the old apostle’s 
creaking joints and battered frame. 
Paul’s Letters to Timothy do not 
sound like a modern success story. They 
are not a collection of platitudes by a 
prosperous retired dominie who has 
feathered his nest, an ex-prophet pro- 


‘ moted into silence, his message hushed 


by the powers that be. But we have 
here the last charge of-a grizzled old 
warrior who has been faithful to the 
faith, to the fight, and to the finish. Of 
course those who deny that the Scrip- 
tures are God-breathed will dismiss 
the whole matter by saying that Paul 
was a bilious old bachelor in a depress- 


‘not as bad as I once thought. 


ing dungeon and, since “everything 
looks yellow to a jaundiced eye,” his 
view of times present and to come was 
necessarily dismal. But some of us still 
believe that this holy man spake as he 
was moved by the Holy Spirit. 

He warns Timothy of certain perils 
and exhorts him to proper conduct. 
Never was the precept needed more 
than today because never was the peril 
greater. Here we have a pattern for 
the Christian in these last days. Here 
is a test case. According to the mod- 
etn pitch, Paul should have written: 
“Well, Timothy, I used to be dogmatic 
and exclusive, but I have mellowed 
with the years. [Some things grow 
mellow just before they spoil.) I used 
to preach that there was only one way 
to be saved, but I have become tolerant 
in my old age. I see the good in all re- 
ligions and even Roman paganism is 
Then 
there are other groups that almost be- 
lieve as we do. We need them to swell 
our numbers and we might well go in 
for a syncretism of the good points in 
all faiths. Our despised little sect will 
never get the job done.” 

But Paul did not mellow into an in- 
discriminate amiability. He ended as 
he started and his batting average was 
good to the end of the season. There 
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was only one Gospel and if even an 
angel preached any other, let him be 
damned. He did not foresee a con- 
verted world. The last days would 
be perilous. Men would not welcome 
sound doctrine, they would not be able 
to endure it. There would be plenty 
of religion, form without force, every- 
thing in the show window but nothing 
on the shelves. Like his Master, Paul 
‘anticipated abounding lawlessness and 
abating love: When the Son of man 
came, would He find faith on the earth? 
So said the Lord, and ,Paul did not 
brighten up the prospdt. 
thing to do was to ké steady and 
preach the Gospel, reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort. The very fact that it is not popu- 
lar is all the more reason for getting it 
out. It is not our responsibility to 
make it acceptable; it is our duty to 
make it available. 

Paul was not a religious diplomat. 
He did not practice peaceful co-ex- 
istence with the age or hold summit 
conferences with unbelievers to work 
out a compromise. When he met with 
the Jews in Rome he'did not arrange 
for a middle ground, he stayed on his 
own ground and confronted them with 
God’s word in Isaiah, bluntly describing 
their rejection of the truth. He could 
have made it easier for himself if he 
had diluted the Gospel with paganism 
as the Roman Church did later. He 
was willing to be the scum of the earth 
rather than give up the scandal of the 
Cross. He knew that we are not saved 
by being religious but by being right- 
eous and that the only righteousness 
God accepts is Christ made unto us 
righteousness. That makes it narrow 
and exclusive and foolishness to this 
world. He knew nothing of a catch-all 
Christianity, a great common denomina- 
tor built on the fatherhood of God and 
the brotherhood of man. He believed 
Jesus meant what He said: “No man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me” 
(John 14:6). 

If a man rejects that Gospel of No 
Other Way, he cannot be a Christian 
though he be as selfiess as a Gandhi, 
as humanitarian as a Schweitzer. I 
shudder to think how many modern 
churches would never let Paul come into 
their pulpits! His view is not accept- 
able to ecclesiastics out to build a world 
church. Some of them try to dis- 
tinguish between “the simple religion 
that Jesus preached” and the compli- 
cated theology of Paul.. Some would 
have us saved by the kind of faith that 
Jesus had but not by faith in Jesus. 
You see, we will never be anything but 
a despised sect if we preach like Paul. 
And of course we cannot co-operate 
very well with this world and its re- 
ligions to work out a program of. peace 
and brotherhood. Paul would be a 
poor delegate to that sort of conference. 

Then of course it is almost impossible 
for modern religious bodies to gear 
themselves to Paul’s picture of the last 
days. It does not minister to our pride. 


It does not sound big enough. There is 
no room for impressive statistics. To 
some it sounds like the darkest pes- 
simism and defeatism “as though Christ 


The only - 
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must come back and accomplish by force 
what could not be done by the Gospel.” 
But He Himself said, “When these things 
begin to come to pass, then look up, and 
lift up your heads” (Luke 21:28) ... 
which does not, sound like pessimism! 
Christianity has been defined as “a pri- 
mary pessimism with an ultimate opti- 
mism.” The issue is neither the dark 
side nor the bright side but the RIGHT 
side, which is bright ultimately but not 
always immediately. Good news is bad 
news to a Christian, for when men say, 
“Peace and safety” (1 Thess. 5:3), he 
knows that sudden destruction looms. 
Conversely bad news is good news, for 
when all the dreadful marks of the last 
days appear he knows that his redemp- 
tion is near. 

We must make up our minds whether 
or not to accept the world outlook of 
Paul and his Lord and pay the price 
of belonging to their despised sect. It 
will take plenty of grace to resist the 
pressure to merge into one agreeable 
brotherhood, bound by some general 
belief in God. A sort of “national 
faith” is emerging in America, a blend 
of religion, nationalism, materialism, 
and superstition. “In God We Trust” 
shows up on coinage, a prayer room 
opens in the Capitol, crazy-quilt prayers 
from different religions are offered be- 
fore summit conferences, TV stars sing 
hymns, Protestant clergymen find it 
more and more desirable to omit the 
name of Jesus when praying in many 
public gatherings. It is the American 
thing to do to belong to church. Plenty 
of people could be saved if they had 
not. joined a church, but now they al- 
ready profess faith in Christ, a pro- 
fession so often like that faith of those 
who believed in Him because of His 
miracles but in whom He put no con- 
fidence. There were not many hangers- 
on in Paul’s day. It was too dangerous 
to be a Christian. That was before 
Constantine made it fashionable and 
filled the church with pagans. 

Any man who stands with Paul to- 
day will be called unchristian in many 
of his attitudes, for it is part of the 
strategy of Satan, the Mock Angel, to 
put over his delusions in the last days 
under religious auspices. The peace 
program of the end time, for instance, 
will be promoted not by Christ but by 
Antichrist. Any Micaiah who will be an 
odd number when four hundred false 
prophets bid Ahab and Jehoshaphat go 
up against Ramoth-gilead had better 
be prepared for bread and water. He 
may not be cogsigned to a Roman 
prison as was Paul, but there are other 
dungeons not walled with stone nor 
barred with iron. 

Paul wrote his letters in the first 
Roman Empire. We approach a second 
Roman federation in the last days. The 
first empire saw a mammoth church 
created by fusing Christianity and pa- 
ganism. The last days will see a new 
Roman Empire, a world state and world 
church, headed up under Antichrist, the 
last of the Caesars. In stich a time the 
faithful few, faithful as was Paul to the 
faith, to the fight, and to the finish, will 
understand what he meant when he 
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wrote, “No man stood with me.” But 
for that loneliness there will be com- 
pensation in what follows: “Notwith- 
standing the Lord stood with me” (2 
Tim. 4:16, 17). 

I close as I began. If you are looking 
for an adequate world view in these 
last days, you will not get it from news 
analysts, but from a weary old preacher 
in a Roman jail. If you are looking for 
a Pollyanna philosophy, do not read 
what he has to say. Do not expect this 
battered Jew with his back in welts, 


(Continued on page 720) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Sufficient Grace 
in Suffering 


What a blessing to see on the cover 
of the June 20th issue of THE SuNpDay 
ScHooL Times one of the hymns of 
Miss Eliza Edmonds Hewitt. You peo- 
ple probably know that this hymn 
writer while on earth was a choice 
saint whose life as well as her hymns 
bore testimony to the Lord and Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ. 

My acquaintance and _ subsequent 
friendship with Miss Hewitt began 
years ago when she was the Primary 
superintendent in Calvin Presbyterian 
Sunday School of Philadelphia. She 
was then old. in years and so seasoned 
in the “grace and knowledge of the 
Lord.” But her age was no hindrance 
to the Lord’s work with those Primary 
children. They loved her and in lov- 
ing knew the Lord Jesus. I ‘often 
think of her when today a common 
practice is to put aside those who 
have years, and place the youth in 
charge because of their few years. 
What a privilege, God-given, to teach 
under such a person as Miss Hewitt! 

This woman of God knew the Lord 
so well that her life was an epistle 
for Him. Years of physical suffering 
were given her that she might better 
know the “fellowship of his suffering.” 
If she were alive today she would 
endorse with all her heart THE Sun- 
pay ScHoot Times. To all of us who 
read it, there is real blessing. 

May our God continue to- provide 
such a magazine that those who pre- 
pare the material and those who read 
may be continually blessed and give 
all praise to Him—A Pennsylvania 
reader. 


It is often a help to pastors and Sun- 
day school superintendents to know 
something about hymn writers so that 
they may give a few details of their 
lives in announcing hymns. This 
arouses interest and shows a congrega- 
tion or Sunday school that what the 
authors wrote was not mere theory but 
came out of actual experience. This is 
noteworthy in the case of Miss Hewitt’s 
hymn, “My Grace Is Sufficient,” since 
she herself was a sufferer and yet a 
Sunday school worker. ‘The hymn, 
which was given on the cover of the 
issue of June 20, is found in “Victorious 
Life Hymns,” a volume containing 275 
selections, and published by The Sunday 
School Times Company at $1.25 a copy. 
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Lesson for October 4 


Charles Wesley and His Hymns 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


His tremendous output of between 6,500 and 7,000 


in fifty years 


occurred an event which gave to 

the church her greatest maker 
of hymns. On that memorable day 
Charles Wesley received the “assurance 
of faith” for which he had long been 
seeking. 

The quest had been long. Born and 
reared in-a godly home, baptized in 
the Church of England, zealous in per- 
sonal religion and good works, Charles 
had reached the age of thirty without 
possessing a living faith.” An ordained 
clergyman, he was even preaching con- 
version and the new birth, pressing upon 
sin-sick souls a medicine that he him- 
self could not swallow. 

Then, like an angel sent from God, 
came Peter Bohler, the German Mora- 
vian, laboring to show Charles and his 
brother John the way of faith. For 
Charles, ill in body and troubled in 
spirit, these were days of “sighs and 
groans unutterable and of tears that 
flowed freely.” At last the light broke 
through. “I saw,” Charles recorded in 
his Journal, “that by faith I stood.” 


QO: SUNDAY, May 21, 1738, there 


His Conversion Hymn 

Almost at once his great transform- 
ing experience found expression in song. 
Charles’s diary for the following Tues- 
day contains the entry, “At nine I be- 
gan a hymn upon my conversion.” This 
“hymn with a history” must have been 
“And Can It Be That I Should Gain” 
wherein Charles likens his own ex- 
perience to Peter’s deliverance from 
prison: F 
And can it be that I should gain 

An int’rest in the Savior’s blood? 
Died He for me, who caused His pain? 

For me, who Him to death pursued? 


Amazing love! how can it be 
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 


Long my imprisoned spirit lay 

Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray— 

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 
The last stanza is sublime: 


No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine! 
Alive in him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach th’ eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ, my own. 


Meanwhile John Wesley looked for 
the experience that had transformed his 
brother. He had not long to wait, for 
in a meeting on Wednesday night his 
heart was “strangely warmed” and an 
assurance was given him that God had 
pardoned his sins. Charles wrote: “To- 
ward ten my brother was brought in 
triumph by a troop of our friends and 
declared ‘I believe!’ We sang the hymn 
with great joy and parted with prayer.” 
“The hymn” is believed to have been 
the one Charles had written only the 
day before. 

What elements, what training, what 
experiences combined to make Charles 


On Charles Wesley’s memorial tablet 
in City Road Chapel, London, is the 
sentence which he loved to quote: 
“God buries His workmen but car- 
ries on His work.” The workman, 
the maker of a multitude of hymns, 
is gone. His work lives on in the 
song of the millions who sing the 
“great Redeemer’s praise.” In this 
life sketch Mr. Gillan tells of Charles 
Wesley’s conversion and gives sev- 
eral factors which he believes ex- 
plain why Charles Wesley was the 
greatest of English hymn writers. 








Wesley a peerless writer of hymns? 
First, there was the godly home, the 
rectory at Epworth, England, where 
Charles was born on December 18, 1707. 
The eighteenth of the nineteen children 
of Samuel and Susanna Wesley, he ar- 
rived eight weeks earlier than had been 
expected. So tiny and frail was he that 
it seemed, for a time, that he would be 
laid beside his six brothers in the 
churchyard. 

The Rev. Samuel Wesley, though a 
poor country parson, was a_ scholarly 
man. He had a penchant for poetry 
and had composed a heroic poem on the 
life of Christ. However, it is to the 
mother, the remarkable Susanna Wes- 
ley, that biographers usually attribute 
the greatness of her sons, Samuel, John, 
and Charles. F 

Second, there was the school. When 
Charles was eight he was sent to the 
Westminster School in London, almost 
in the shadow of the great gray Abbey. 
There, on Sundays, the boys were. re- 
quired to spend the afternoons in trans- 
lating the morning sermon into Latin 
—the younger boys into prose and the 
older boys into verse. ; 

While at this school Charles was con- 
fronted with a choice which might have 
robbed the Church of its great hymnist. 
A wealthy relative, Garrett Wesley, 
being childless, sought to adopt the 
impoverished, though handsome and lov- 
able boy. When Charles declined, an- 
other boy was adopted who was to 
become the progenitor of Arthur Welles- 
ley (or Wesley), the Duke of Welling- 
ton, the victor of Waterloo. 


The First Methodists 

At Oxford University Charles 
gathered a small group of like-minded 
youths who took their studies, their 
morals, and their religion seriously. Be- 
cause of their regular attendance at 
church services and their strict, method- 
ical conduct, they were derisively called 
“The Holy Club” and “Methodists.” 

Third, there was Charles’s talent. By 
nature and inclination he was a poet. 
It seemed that every thought that came 
to his mind was shaped to a poetic 
form. But the poet did not become a 
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By OSCAR T. GILLAN 


hymnist until talent and training, like 
the sacrifice upon the altar, were set 
aflame by fire from Heaven. 

The first two years of “joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory” after his con- 
version were productive of hundreds 
of hymns. Some were of such enduring 
quality that any one would have 
brought fame to its author: “Hark, the 
Herald Angels Sing,” “Christ the Lord 
Is Risen Today,” “Jesus, Thine All Vic- 
torious Love,” “Come, Holy Ghost, Our 
Hearts Inspire,” and the incomparable 
“Jesus, Lover of My Soul.” 

It had been Charles’s custom to write 
a poem on each birthday. Now, a year 
after his spiritual birthday he wrote a 
hymn, titling it, “For the Anniversary 
Day of One’s Conversion.” This was 
the jubilant “O For a Thousand Tongues 
To Sing.” The opening line is thought 
to have been suggested by a remark 
made by Peter Bohler to Wesley, “Had 
I a thousand tongues, I would praise 
Christ with them all.” 


Why They Took to the Fields 

Aflame with holy zeal, the Wesleys, 
John and Charles, set out to preach 
the saving grace of God in Christ. The 
church of the day was cold, corrupt, 
and almost totally indifferent to the ig- 
norant, degraded, brutalized masses. 
Indeed, it had no message and no care 


‘ for the souls of the vast number of un- 


churched and unsaved. Symbolic of 
the moral condition was a sign on a gin 
shop—“Drunk for a Penny. Dead 
Drunk for Two Pence. Clean Straw 
for Nothing.” 

Upon this scene burst the Wesleys 
and, later, their preachers. When the 
clergy forbade them to preach in their 
parishes John cried, “I look upon the 
whole world as my parish.” When pul- 
pits were closed to them they preached 
in the streets, in the fields, at the mine 
pits — anywhere and everywhere —fre- 
quently to ten thousand, twenty thou- 
sand, or more. John has been described 
as “the calm general who directed oper- 
ations, while Charles was the brilliant 
cavalry leader who plunged into the 
thickest of the fray.” 

Charles’s partnership in the mighty 


venture produced a veritable flood of , 


hymns. Whereas John would never go 
to bed until he had meticulously re- 
corded the day’s events in his Journal— 
although he might have ridden fifty 
miles and preached five times—Charles 
was likely to write a hymn. Seemingly 
never too weary or distracted, he could 
compose hymns everywhere and at any 
time—in the study, in church, in the 
garden, in the field, even on horseback. 

The Wesleys were “centaurlike riders 
who were one with their steeds.” Rid- 
ing with loose rein while they sat at 
ease in the saddle, they were free to 

(Continued on page 721) 
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Ill. Believers Are Conscious After Death 


And they will be actively employed 


HE Lord Jesus told the Sadducees 

that the saints of God were con- 
scious after death. He said, “Neither 
can they die any more: for they are 
equal unto the angels .. . he is not the 
God of the dead, but of the living” 
(Luke 20:36-38, A.S.V.). 

If the believer is not conscious im- 
mediately after death, then the words 
of the apostle would be meaningless 
when he said, “We . . . are willing rather 
to be absent from the body, and to be 
at home with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8, 
A.S.V.). There could be no “at home 
with the Lord,” no Home-going, no fel- 
lowship, without consciousness. Home 
is where the family lives. Communion 
is an essential idea of home, but there 
can be no communion without con- 
sciousness. 

In Revelation 6:9-11, we are intro- 
duced to a company of believers who 
had suffered death. We see them be- 
tween death and the resurrection of 
their physical bodies. They are coh- 
scious and cry with a loud voice, which 
shows them to be very much alive, and 
their cry is a prayer to the Lord. That 
they are in Heaven is evident from the 
manner in which they contrast their 
abode with that of their murderers to 
whom they refer as “them that dwell 
on the earth.” They had memory, for 
they recall their slayers and their own 
tragic death. How vividly did that 
whole bloody scene—their last experi- 
ence in the flesh on earth—come be- 
fore them! They reason and think, for 
their sense of justice calls for the aveng- 
ing of their blood upon those who had 
killed them. They had voices, for they 
cried with a loud voice. Their cry was 
articulate in words. Their words ex- 
pressed their thoughts, and feelings, and 
desires, and are very natural and clear 
to us. Their cry was answered, and 
they were told that they should rest 
for a little season. Their former bodies 
were dead, but they were never more 
alive, nor more conscious. You bury 
bodies, but you cannot bury people. 
The disciples took up the body of John 
and buried it, but they did not bury 
John (Matt. 14:12). They could not 
bury him. This scene which we have 
just studied from Revelation is still 
future, but it certainly has a present 
application. 

5. It is evident that the child of God 
between death and the resurrection will 
be actively employed. The nature of 
that employment is not clearly revealed. 
There is no contradiction in the state- 
ments that the saints of God rest in 
Glory, and that they are actively em- 
ployed. The rest of the people of God 
is not the rest of inactivity. Inaction 


would be no rest for those who are‘ all 
on fire with love to Christ, and who 
have intense longings to know more of 
Him, of His person and of His work. 

But we get some hints from the Word 


By JUDSON B. PALMER 


of God as to what the redeemed in 
Glory are doing. I am sure it is the 
universal belief of Christians, and that, 
too, based upon the Scriptures, that the 
saints in Glory are engaged in worship 
and in the praise of Him who loved 
them and gave Himself for them. That 
would be a natural and logical con- 
clusion even though the Bible was ab- 
solutely silent on the subject. How 
could a poor sinner deserving the wrath 
of God, but saved by grace, redeemed 
by the blood, sustained amid the fiery 
temptations and struggles of this life, 
and finally brought home to Glory tri- 
umphant and more than conqueror, re- 
frain from shouting the praises of his 
precious Saviour? It would be unthink- 
able. His love of the Saviour would 
prompt him to shout with a loud voice. 
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, 
and blessing” (Rev. 5:12). With ecstatic 
rapture would he sing his songs and 
shout his hallelujahs of thanksgiving 
and praise. How could he help but 
give expression to it? His heart would 
break unless he could speak forth the 
Saviour’s love. 

The Psalmist says, “Whoso offereth 
praise glorifieth me” (Psa. 50:23); and 
that is true whether offered on earth 
or in Heaven. 

I feel sure that we have reason for 
believing that the saints in Glory will 
continue their- Bible study. For a long 
time it has been a bright anticipation 
of mine, that in Heaven I would be able 
to study. the Bible with far greater 
light, and with better help than it is 
possible for me to get here. It seems 
to me that the study of His Word will 
be one of the great joys of the redeemed 
in Glory. What a privilege it will be 
to talk with Abraham, Moses, David, 
Peter, John, and Paul, and many others 
of God’s dear saints about many of 
their sayings and experiences recorded 
in the Bible which have been so per- 
plexing to us, and to get the answers 
direct from them at first hand! “For 
ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in 
heaven” (Psa. 119:89). 

But, whatever the employment of the 
saints in Heaven, of one thing we have 
been unmistakably assured, that’ the 
dead, whether good or bad, do not re- 
turn and communicate with the living. 
Abraham’s reply to the rich man set- 
tles that question forever when he says, 
“They have Moses and the prophets; 
let them hear them.” And, “If they 
hear not Moses and the _ prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, though 
one rose from the dead.” A great mass 
of Scripture from both Testaments con- 
firms this truth set forth by Abraham. 

6. The home of the child of God be- 
tween death and the resurrection is a 
place of inexpressible blessedness and 
ineffable glory; and those who attain to 
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it are unutterably happy and filled with 
unspeakable rapture. I am sure that 
no imagination has ever been able to 
picture it either in words or on canvas, 

Heaven, the place of God’s throne, 
where Christ is, where the angels ate, 
where the saints are between death 
and the resurrection, must be a place 
of unspeakable happiness. It is the 
person, the person of our Lord, and not 
so much the place, which makes it the 
blessed Home and the Home of the 
blessed. “There the wicked cease from 
troubling; and there the weary be at 
rest” (Job 3:17). “And God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither will there 
be any more pain” (Rev. 21:4). I know 
this promise refers to the new earth, 
but the blessings realized there and 
then are but the consummation of the 
joys of the redeemed in their present 
state. Already have they entered into 
the joy of their Lord, and they know 
that it will continue forever. “Their 
excellencies are all perfected; their de- 
fects are all gone; their happiness is 
complete.” They suffer no more, and 
they sin no more. What rapture is 
theirs! They rest from their labors 
(Rev. 14:13). What immeasurable bless- 
ing will that be to multitudes of God’s 
own dear children, who are so weary 
in body and in mind, and are just long- 
ing for rest! So many of His dear ones 
go on day after day, all tired out, and 
weary and worn, eagerly waiting for 
the shadows of the night when they 
can lay their weary bodies down to 
rest. But just think of the rest of the 
saiuts in Glory! That will be perfect 
and undisturbed rest. Poor Lazarus, 
the beggar, sick and sore, suffering and 
helpless, was comforted. He who knew 
the depths of suffering when here on 
earth is now comforted and happy in 
Glory. Abraham said that in his life- 
time Lazarus had received his evil 
things, but now it is all changed and 
he is comforted. - Our. sick and suffering 
ones when they depart these mortal 
bodies leave their sufferings and their 
troubles behind and are comforted. 
What a relief it is! No more sickness, 
no more pain, no more sorrow, free 
from it all, and forevermore. All of 
God’s children will be perfectly happy 
and comforted who are “at home” with 
the Lord. They will be ravished with 
the Saviour’s presence and the glories 
of Heaven. What a surcease it will be 
from the toils, the trials, the troubles 
and sorrows of this life! Can we won- 
der for a moment that after the en- 
trancing experience of Paul in the third 
heaven he should exclaim, “I am in a 
strait betwixt two, having the desire 
to depart and be with Christ; for it is 
very far better’? (Phil. 1:23, A.S.V.) 
Being with Christ was very far better 
for him than abiding in the flesh, and 
so.it will be for us. 

(To be continued) 
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The everlasting arms of His love are 
always underneath.—F. B. Meyer. 
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The Boy Who Was Rescued 


And inspired a hymn that has touched heatts around the world 


NE of the world’s greatest hymnists 
was Fanny Crosby, the blind poet, 
responsible for writing the lines of more 
than six thousand songs of Zion. Her 
sight destroyed at the age of six weeks, 
Fanny Crosby, nevertheless, later man- 
aged to get an adequate education and 
even to become a teacher herself. 

A Christian from an early age, she 
first began writing secular verse. A 
meeting with the famous composer W. B. 
Bradbury resulted in his suggestion that 
she try composing verse for sacred 
music. Almost at once, as she began 
penning the words for the first of her 
many hymn-poems, the erstwhile blind 
teacher felt that this was her calling, 
her main duty in life. Like, the blind 
poet John Milton, who wrote the im- 
mortal “Paradise Lost,” Fanny Crosby, 
through her writing, began to draw the 
hearts of people closer.to God. 

In spite of her blindness, Fanny 
Crosby lectured and preached, on one 
occasion addressing both houses of Con- 
gress. But she was happiest when she 
was speaking to the unsaved about their 
souls. 

In later years, she recounted how a 
meeting with a lost boy led to the 
writing of one of her hymns that was 
sung the world around. 

“One hot summer evening, I was in a 
New York City rescue mission, address- 
ing a group of workingmen. As I 
continued speaking, the thought kept 
recurring to me that some mother’s boy 
must be rescued that night or he would 
be lost for all eternity. 

“As I continued I made a pressing 
plea that, if there were a boy present 
who for some reason had wandered from 
his mother’s home and teaching, he 
would come to me at the close of the 
service and we would talk about it. 

“When the service was concluded, 
hardly had the closing prayer been 
given when I heard the voice of a 
young man who drew up to me. 

“Do you mean me?’ he asked ear- 
nestly. ‘I promised my mother to meet 
her in Heaven, but as I am now living 
that will be impossible.’ 

“We prayed for him on our knees, and 
he finally arose with a note of triumph, 
of victory in his voice. He said, ‘Now I 
can meet my mother in Heaven, for I 
have found Christ as my Saviour!’” 

Returning to her home, Fanny Crosby 
could not forget the experience with the 
rescued youth. She felt that somehow 
his coming to Christ meant more than 
the redemption of his soul alone. 

Some days before the mission ex- 
perience, William C. Doane, the com- 
poser, had sent Fanny Crosby a subject 
for a hymn-poem, “Rescue the Perish- 
ing, Care for the Dying.” That was all 
the. composer had suggested. Now the 
mission experience and the suggestion of 
Mr. Doane merged in the poetess’ think- 
ing. 





By WILLIAM FOLPRECHT 


“I could think of nothing else all that 
night,” she said later, recalling the inci- 
dent. “I wrote out all the words even 
before retiring and it was ready for the 
melody the next morning. 
Mr. Doane who composed the beautiful 
and touching music which has been 
since sung everywhere.” 

Both the unknown young man who 
was rescued from sin that night long 
ago back in the 1860’s, and Fanny 
Crosby, God’s sweet singer in the night, 
have now been called Home, but the 
hymn still is sung around the world. 


Rescue the perishing, care for the dying, 
Snatch them in pity from sin and the grave; 
Weep o’er the erring one, lift up the fallen, 
Tel] them of Jesus, the mighty to save. 
Rescue the perishing, care for the dying; 
Jesus is merciful, Jesus will save. 


East Norrtuport, N. Y. 
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Scripture Art Calendars 
for 1960 


F, LAST year, you were one of those 

who wished that they had remem- 
bered to send in their orders for Scrip- 
ture Art Calendars before it was too 
late, perhaps you will be glad to have 
this early reminder that the calendars 
for 1960 are now ready for mailing. 

Many Sunday school teachers like 
these Scripture Art Calendars for use in 
the home and in the classroom because 
they supply convenient information 
about coming Sunday school lessons and 
because they show full-color reproduc- 
tions of famous paintings that tie in 
with the lesson being studied. These 
reproductions are suitable for framing 
and for prominent display in the class- 
room as aids to teaching. And the cal- 
endars make inexpensive yet welcome 


, gifts for friends and class members. 


But there are many other features 
that make Scripture Art Calendars espe- 
cially desirable in the home. In addition 
to information about the International 
Uniform Lesson for each Sunday through 
the year, Scripture verses are given for 
each day of the week, with the words 
of Christ in red, and the memory 
selection from each week’s Uniform Les- 
son is given on Saturdays. To encourage 
daily Bible reading, Scripture references 
are shown for the month, day by day, 
following the selections of the American 
Bible Society. 

The large calendar blocks for each 
month of the year show Sundays and 
holidays in red, and are accompanied 
by small blocks of the preceding and 
following months, and also give the 
moon’s phases. 

Full-color reproductions of Bible 
scenes, in the 1960 calendar, include a 
large cover picture, “Jesus Welcomes 
the Children,” by Anderson; “Paul Be- 
fore Festus,” by Lange; “The Resur- 
rection,” by Hofmann; “Christ Teaching 


I sent it to. 
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How To Pray,” by Bida; “The Good | 
Shepherd,” by Plockhorst; “The Call of 
Abraham,” by Stemler; “Christ Stilling 
the Storm,” by Lix. 
The calendars measure 16” x 10” and 
(Continued on page 721) 
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The Opening Door 
Christian literature on the mission field 


ISSIONARY Paul Bartel wiped the 
perspiration from his brow as he 
watched the morning sun blaze a yellow 
path skyward over the city’ of Duma- 
guete, Philippine Islands. It was to 
be another hot day, but, as usual, there 
was work to be done. 

The missionary was surprised by a 
knock on his door. Upon opening it, 
he saw a Filipino preacher friend, Paul 
Shih, with a shirt-sleeved stranger. 

“Good morning, Mr. Bartel,” greeted 
the young pastor. “I’d like to introduce 
a Christian friend of mine, Mr. Sun.” 

The missionary blinked. Mr. Sun— 
truly a man with a beaming smile— 
more and more this promised to be a 
bright day! 

Mr. Sun was a sugar salesman, Bartel 
learned. He had a few hours between 
appointments in Dumaguete, and now 
he ventured a surprising request: Might 
he invest the spare hours in helping 
Bartel sell Christian literature in the 
city? 

Delighted by the offer, the missionary 
heartily agreed. He soon found that 
Mr. Sun was acquainted with many of 
the shopkeepers along the way. On 
entering a store, he would cordially 
hail the manager and, with a disarming 
smile, place an attractive magazine in 
his hand. A few words on the merits 
of the magazine and the cheapness of 
the price, and then Mr. Sun would open 
his receipt book for the manager’s sig- 
nature on a subscription. ’ 

Through the morning and for a short 
time after lunch, the selling team built 
a growing list of sales. When the en- 
thusiastic Christian businessman had to 
resume his own duties, a_ satisfying 
number of Dumaguete merchants were 
enrolled to receive Gospel literature 
regularly throughout the next year. 

Why was the businessman so eager 
to help a missionary distribute litera- 
ture? Why did he speak so convinc- 
ingly to prospective readers? Because 
Mr. Suh had come to knéw the Lord a 
number of years earlier through a Chris- 
tian periodical being put into his hands. 
It introduced him to the Scriptures of 
which he had known nothing. In his 
joy and Christian growth, he: later be- 
came one of the founders of a church 
in Dumaguete. He hoped and prayed 
that distributing Christian literature to 
other unsaved men would open their 
heart’s door to faith in Christ, just as 
it had for him! 

To help increase the production and 
use of literature on the mission fields, 
Evangelical Literature Overseas, with 
the co-operation of many mission 
boards, will again sponsor World Liter- 
ature Sunday this year on October 11. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





“Who’s Who in the Kingdom of 

God” is an altogether different book 
from “Who’s Who in America,” or the 
British “Who’s Who.” Some of the finest 
and most fruitful saints of God in every 
generation are never recognized in any 
biographical dictionary. One of this 
choice group has just passed away in 
her eightieth year, Miss Alma Doering. 
Many years ago, in the 1890’s, upon 
hearing Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Sr., speak 
of the need for workers, Miss Doering 
joined Dr. Buswell’s party, after attend- 
ing Moody Bible Institute and Bethany 
Deaconess School, traveling daily from 
one lumber camp to another, helping 
women and children and teaching the 
Word of God. 

In 1923 she felt called to the Belgian 
Congo and traveled one thousand miles 
alone into the interior of this then little- 
known country, where she remained for 
twenty-two years. In the first three 
years, she fell victim to malaria seven 
times, and suffered one attack of the 
dreaded Black Water Fever. In 1925 
Miss Doering returned to America to 
establish a mission board, now known 
as the Unevangelized Tribes Mission. 
After many years of travel, crossing the 
ocean twenty-seven times, speaking 
everywhere on behalf of missions, and 
raising over a million and a half dollars 
for the spread of the Gospel, Miss Doer- 
ing settled in St. Petersburg, Florida, 
where, raising $65,000 for the purpose, 
she built missionary cottages:in which 
missionaries on furlough and in retire- 
ment could live rent free. 


‘ LMA DOERING Passes Away.—The 


Nixon Quotes | “Russian Proverb.”— 
In his address of August 1 in Moscow, 
Vice-president Nixon referred to a Rus- 
sian proverb that reads, “Do not dig a 
pit for another: you may fall into it 
yourself.” I am sure that millions of 
Russians who are atheists and have no 
use for the Bible were not aware— 
and perhaps Mr. Nixon himself was not 
aware—that this is not a proverb orig- 
inating in Russia, but is straight from 
the Book of Proverbs: “Whoso diggeth 
a pit shall fall therein: and he that 
rolleth a stone, it. will return upon him” 
(26: 27). 


An Unusual Mission-Minded Church 
in Indiana.—A student in the Seminary 
recently, in a casual way, spoke to me 
about the ministry of his own pastor, 
the Rev. Russell R. Kauffman of Hope 
Church (Christian and Missionary 
Alliance) in Indiana. I wrote to Mr. 
Kauffman to ask further details. 
His reply is so factual, without the 


slightest undertone of boastfulness, that 
I think readers of these columns will be 
likewise encouraged in knowing what 
one man is doing in a church that is not 
everywhere spoken of as “one of ‘the 
great churches of America,” etc., but 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


that is experiencing the results of prayer 
and loyalty to the Word of God under 
this faithful pastor. 

“I became pastor of Hope Church in 
September, 1944, at which time the 
church consisted of 35 people and a 
weekly current expense budget of $90, 
which had not been met in weeks. The 
annual budget for missions amounted to 
$2,900. In the years that followed the 
Lord blessed us in every way and the 
budget for missions has exceeded the 
$100,000 mark during each of the last 
three years. This year the program calls 
for $115,000. 

“In the meantime we purchased a new 
church and parsonage which amounted 
to $100,000 and though we have had no 
way of raising our funds for the local 
work God has seen fit to supply every 
need we have had locally. Our attend- 
ance has grown until now on Sunday 
morning we are running about 450 and 
our membership is close to 325. Our 
present sanctuary is overcrowded and 
we have the only permanently installed 
closed circuit television in the State of 
Indiana and we show our Sunday morn- 
ing service on two large screens in the 
basement. We have had given to us 
eight acres of ground strategically 
located at the junction of two highways 
to be built in the future, and we are 
hoping this summer or fall to build an 
auditorium that will seat a thousand 
people with Sunday school facilities for 
a like number. 

“A word about our missionary pro- 
gram might be in order. We believe 
strongly in a personalized missionary 
program, using the only precedent that 
we know in the Bible for the activity 
of the local church in the realm of 
missions and that is the thirteenth 
chapter of Acts. Here we find both Paul 
and Barnabas called to foreign service 
but the call did not come until they 
were definitely connected with the local 
church at Antioch. Then it was the 
local church that fasted, prayed, laid 
their hands on them (identified them- 
selves with these men) and then sent 
them forth. We feel the next few words 
of the fourth verse state the blessing 
that we have enjoyed, for the verse 
reads, “So they, being sent forth by the 
Holy Ghost .. .” The Holy Spirit 
approved the act of the local church in 
sending forth missionaries. We support 
a number of missionaries with the Chris- 
tian and Missionary Alliance in various 
fields of the earth. We have one mission- 
ary couple in Pakistan with the Presby- 
terians, and we have several missionaries 
fully supported through TEAM, North 
Africa Mission, Latin American Mission, 
World Gospel Crusade, Baptist Mid- 
Missions, and Africa Inland Mission. 
We try to keep our sympathy in mis- 
sions as broad as the whole Church of 
Christ, and we believe this is one of the 


September 19, 1959 , 


reasons God has blessed us. At present 
we have the full support of 40 mission- 
aries, including children, and we have 
the partial support of 35 others. Once a 
year we have a missionary conference 
which runs for eight days. We try our 
very best to bring in interesting mis- 
sionaries but more than that each year 
we try to bring in at least two Bible 
teachers who will establish our people 
on the only pure motive for missions 
and that the Bible basis.” 


Trial of Faith in China.—A _ recent 
issue of His magazine carries an article 
filled with sadness, “The Trial of Faith 
in China Today.” The opening para- 
graphs are thought-provoking: “Igno- 
rance of the true situation on the 
mainland of China will rob Chinese 
Christians of the prayer support that 
they desperately need. Nehemiah re- 
ceived a letter telling of the tragic 
plight of Jerusalem, with her walls 
broken down and her gates burnt with 
fire. As a result he prayed and from 
that prayer there came action which 
brought deliverance to the people of 
God. The very small minority of Chris- 
tians among the 600,000,000 people of 
China are engaged in a spiritual conflict 
which threatens to overwhelm them, 
and they are almost completely shut off 
from fellowship with the people of God 
in other lands. It is hard for Christians 
in a free society to understand the 
tremendous difficulties they face and too 
often reports that have come out of 
China fail to give a true picture of the 
campaign against the church.” 


A major portion of the article is de- 
voted to a detailed account of the ex- 
periences of Pastor “X,” “a man of God 
greatly loved by evangelical Christians 
throughout China because of his humble 
spirit and ability to teach the Word of 
God.” In 1951 he was bitterly accused 
by the Communists of many crimes 
against the state and the church, at 
which time he was rejected by his own 
church. Eventually, under’ constant 
brain-washing, the students in the Bible 
institute at which he taught turned 
against him. Classes in the Bible 
school were all stopped in order to 
allow the students to receive further 
political indoctrination. It seems un- 
likely now that these classes will be 
resumed. The books of the principal of 
the school, who is now in the hospital, 
have been banned. 

The smaller places of worship in 
Shanghai have been reduced from two 
hundred to twenty. The author con- 


cludes: “The outlook for Christian uni- 
versity students, humanly speaking, 
seems practically hopeless. Christian 


graduates find that there is no future 
for them. Families are separated, and 
with the new communal system, there is 
practically no home life.” One of the 
saddest observations in the article is 
that though “it is only a few miles to 
the border of China, yet the Christians 
here in Hong Kong, and in western 
countries, seem to stand on the side 
lines, almost- unmoved by the spiritual 
battle which does not seem to affect 
them.” 
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LESSON 1. OCTOBER 4. 


“YE SHALL BE WITNESSES 


UNTO ME" 


Acts 1; printed text, verses 1-14 


Golden Text.—But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be. witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.—Acts 1:8 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Acts 1:1 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, 
of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 

2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he 
through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the 
apostles whom he had chosen: 

3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion 
by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and 
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 

4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded 
them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait 
for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard 
of me. 

5 For John truly baptized with water;- but ye shall be bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 

6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of 
him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the 
kingdom to Israel? 

7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own 
power. 

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 


Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth. 

9 And when he had spoken these things, while they be- 
held, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their 
sight. 

10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he 
went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 

11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
him go into heaven. : 

12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount 
called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day’s 
journey. 

13 And when they were come in, they went up into an 
upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, 
and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Mat- 
thew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and 
Judas the brother of James. 

14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and sup- 
plication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and with his brethren. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Counci] of Religious Education. 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

HE first chapter of Acts is packed 
Toe important information. Our 

Lord had been raised from the 
dead. He was about to ascend to the 
Father. Believers were soon to be em- 
powered by the Holy Spirit for the 
world-shaking task of proclaiming the 
Gospel. 

Four salient facts highlight the lesson. 

First, the presence of the Saviour 
with His followers for forty days (1:3). 
He proved to them the reality of His 
resurrection. The most stupendous fact 
of history had actually happened: their 
dear, divine friend had burst the bonds 
of the grave and emerged triumphant 
over death. What tender and enlight- 
ening conversations He must have held 
with His disciples as He prepared them 
to witness in His name! 

Second, the promise of power. Their 
beloved Saviour would soon leave them. 
But the Holy Spirit would baptize them 
with the energy and authority needed 
for the launching of a mighty testi- 
mony for their risen Lord (1:5, 8). 

Third, the ascension of Christ and 
the accompanying promise (1:9, 11). 
The clouds of Heaven received the Sav- 
iour from the Mount of Olives. But 
some day He will assuredly return to 
His waiting people. 

Fourth, the period of waiting in Jeru- 


. 


we ve we we 


salem. Note the earnest prayer (1:14) 
and the replenishing of the apostolic 
company (11:15-26). ,Judas had be- 
trayed his Lord and perished. A faith- 
ful disciple had to be chosen to replace 
him, one who had been with the Sav- 
iour throughout His ministry and had 
witnessed His resurrection (1:21, 22). 
Matthias was selected, and the way 
was paved for the events of Pentecost. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 1:1—“The former treatise have 
I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus 
began both to do and teach .. .” Luke’s 
first book (the Gospel According to 
Luke) was also addressed to Theophilus 
(“friend of God”; cf. Luke 1:3). Luke’s 
Gospel narrates Christ’s deeds and mes- 
sages while He was still on earth, which 
were the basis of the Good News His 
disciples were to proclaim. 

Verse 2.—“Until the day in which he 
was taken up, after that he through 
the Holy Ghost had given command- 
ments unto the apostles ...” Luke’s 
Gospel contains the biography of our 
Lord to His ascension (cf. Luke 24:51); 
Acts continues the dramatic record. 
Christ’s earthly ministry from begin- 
ning to end was in the energy of the 
Holy Spirit (cf. Luke 4:1, 14; Matt. 12: 
28); He commissioned His apostles 
(“sent ones”) in that same energy. His 
“commandments” include the injunction 
to wait in Jerusalem for the coming of 
“power from on high” (Luke 24:49). 


Verse 3.—“To whom also he shewed 


himself alive after his passion by many 
infallible proofs, being seen .. . forty 
days, and speaking of the things per- 
taining to the kingdom of God... .” 
“Passion” is “suffering.” “Proofs” is 
tekmeria (Greek), that which has 
strong evidential value. The protracted 
period (forty days) in which our Lord 
remained with His disciples after His 
resurrection persuaded them personally 
that He was really alive (see John 20: 
24-29), and gave them a solid demon- 
stration that the Good News of eternal 
life. is valid. The theme of Christ’s 
message was His Kingdom, a _ subject 
which His followers were slow to un- 
derstand (cf. 1:6). 

Verse 4—“And being assembled ... 
with them, commanded them that they 
should ... wait for the promise of the 
Father, which ... ye have heard of me.” 
The reference is to the scene described 
in Luke 24:49. The disciples~were to 
wait in Jerusalem until the descent of 
the Holy Spirit upon them at Pentecost. 
The Spirit is the Father’s “promise” 
(e.g., Isa. 44:3). Our Saviour as well 
as the Father had announced the com- 
ing of the Spirit (e.g., Luke 12:11, 12; 
John 14:16, 17, 26). 

Verse 5—“For John truly baptized 
with water; but ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost not many days 
hence.” Study Luke 3:16. In contrast 
to John the Baptist’s water baptism, the 
Holy Spirit would come upon believers 
in power a few days thereafter, i.e. at 
Pentecost (cf. Acts 2:1). The compar- 
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ison between the Spirit’s coming and 
baptism suggests the fullness of His 
presence and power. 


Verse 6.—“. .. they asked of him... 
Lord, wilt thou at this time restore 
again the kingdom to Israel?” The 
disciples, uniting in their thinking the 
two themes, the kingdom and the com- 
ing of the Spirit, felt that perhaps the 
latter would at once herald the former; 
that the outpouring of the Spirit would 
usher in, right there in Jerusalem, the 
glory of the Hebrew kingdom promised 
to David’s seed (cf. 2 Sam. 7:13, 16; 
Luke 1:32, 33). Compare Luke 19:11. 


Verse 7.—“‘And he said .. . It is not 
for you to know the times . . . which 
the Father hath put in his own power.” 
“Put in his own power” is “set,” or 
“appointed by His own authority.” 
“Times and seasons” is “periods and 
epochs” (i.e., times of shorter and longer 
duration). The disciples (and believers 
in general) may know that prophesied 
events will occur, but not precisely 
when they will occur. 


Verse 8.—“But ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem ... all Judaea... 
Samaria ... unto the uttermost part 
of the earth.” The apostles’ power 
(authority) will be to testify for Christ. 
The source of their authority will be 
the Spirit. The area of their procla- 
‘mation will be ever-widening geograph- 
ical circles, extending northward from 
Jerusalem and ultimately encompass- 
ing the globe. 


Verse 9—“And when he had spoken 

. while they beheld, he was taken 
up; and a cloud received him out of 
their sight.” His final message to His 
disciples ended, our Lord ascended to 
His Father’s right hand. The ascension 
was visible to His wondering followers. 
Note the prominence of clouds in con- 
nection with His departure to Glory 
and His second coming (e.g., Matt. 24: 
30; Luke 21:27; 1 Thess. 4:17; Rev. 1:7). 


Verse 10—‘And while they . looked 
... toward heaven as he went up... 
two men stood by them in white ap- 
parel ...” While the disciples con- 
tinued to gaze in the direction of their 
Lord’s departure two heavenly messen- 
gers appeared beside them. They were 
angels. This is indicated by the sud- 
denness of their appearance, the nature 
of their clothing, and the heavenly 
message they brought. 


Verse 11—“. . . Ye men of \Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? 
this same Jesus . . . shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen him go 
into heaven.” Apparently the disciples’ 
continuing gaze heavenward was caused 
by sadness and disappointment at the 
loss of their Saviour, not by expecta- 
tion of His immediate return. The 
heavenly visitors’ words were spoken 
to encourage them and provide them 
with hope. Christ would come again 
“in like manner,” retracing His progress 
in glory from Heaven to earth. 


Verse 12—“Then returned they unto 
Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


13. September 27.—God’s Call to Faith- 
ulness. Malachi 





Next Week’s Lesson 


2. October 11.—Spirit-Filled Witnesses. 
Acts 2 








which is from Jerusalem a_ sabbath 
day’s journey.” Our Lord ascended 
from the Mount of Olives, about three- 
quarters of a mile east of Jerusalem. 
A “sabbath day’s journey” was the 
length of a sabbath walk permitted to 
the Jews by rabbinic tradition. The 
disciples returned to the city because 
it was their headquarters and the Lord 
had told them to remain there. 


Verse 13—“‘And they went up into 


an upper room... Peter ...James... 
John ... Andrew, Philip . . . Thomas, 
Bartholomew ... Matthew, James the 


son of Alphaeus ... Simon Zelotes ... 
Judas the brother of James.” This was 
the second-floor room “where they were 
abiding” (Greek), possibly where our 
Lord had appeared to His disciples on 
the day of resurrection (cf. John 20:19). 
The first three ‘disciples here named 
were the inner circle (cf. Matt. 17:1). 
Simon “the Zealot” (literally) is else- 
where called “Simon the Canaanite” 
(Matt. 10:4). Judas “the brother of 
James” (or “son” of James as the Greek 
permits) is also called Thaddaeus (Matt, 
10:3),, and is carefully distinguished 
from Judas Iscariot (e.g., John 14:22). 

Verse 14—“These all continued with 
one accord in prayer and supplication, 
with the women... Mary the mother of 
Jesus . with his brethren.” The 
disciples had sustained a common loss 
and were knit together in the bonds 
of loyalty, sympathy, and prayer. They 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


OW did our Lord spend the forty 
days on earth before His ascen- 
sion? 

2. What Church program has to be 
carried out before Christ will return to 
establish His Kingdom? 

3. How do you know that this pro- 
gram is not limited to any geographical 
area? 

4. What did the early believers des- 
perately need before they could achieve 
their goal? 

5. How would their need be won- 
derfully met? 

6. What did the two heavenly vis- 
itants declare concerning Christ’s re- 
turn? : 

7. How did the disciples spend their 
time after Christ’s ascension and be- 
fore Pentecost? 

8. What passage in this lesson indi- 
cates that David’s writings are inspired? 

9. What qualification did the newly 
appointed apostle need to possess? 

10. Who was chosen and whom did 
he replace? 


(Answers on page 720) 
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prayed and besought the Father to ful- 
fill His promise of the Spirit’s coming, 
Note that Mary is not classed with the 
apostles but with the women and our 
Lord’s brothers. This is very signifi- 
cant. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Book of Acts narrates the aston- 
ishing story of the manner in which a 
little group of men and women, only 
120 strong to begin with (1:15), revo- 
lutionized the history of the world. 
They performed this feat, not by force 
of arms, but by heeding the commis- 
sion of their divine Leader to witness 
in His name to the end of the earth, 

A “witness” (“witan,” Anglo-Saxon) 
is someone who knows. When the dis- 
ciples moved forth with the message of 
salvation, testifying in the name of their 
Lord, they knew certain truths beyond 
the shadow of a doubt. 

They knew that the Lord Jesus was 
forever alive. Men had sought to de- 
stroy Him. They had nailed His quiv- 
ering body to a cross of shame, had 
mocked and taunted Him, and watched 
Him die. But He had risen from the 
dead. The disciples knew this at first 
hand. “Many infallible proofs” (1:3) 
settled the matter for them (cf. 1:22; 
2:32). How could their enterprise fail 
when the risen Christ was directing it? 

They knew that they would not have 
to undertake their assignment without 
divine aid. The Holy. Spirit, powerful 
ally of His people, would empower them 
with irresistible force. The powers of 
darkness would be dispelled at the 
voice of His authority. Satan’s minions 
would retreat before His victorious as- 
sault. 

They knew that although their Sav- 
iour had departed from them, He would 
not be absent forever. He had told 
them previously, “I go to prepare a 
place for you ...I will, come again.. .” 
(John 14:3). Heavenly visitants now 
repeated the promise (Acts 1:11). The 
disciples could carry out their witness- 
ing in hope: they would surely see 
their blessed Saviour again. 

They knew how to. begin their 
witnessing and what the continuing pro- 
gram would be. From Jerusalem north- 
ward to Samaria they were to bear the 
banner of the Cross, and thus to the 
“uttermost part of the earth” (1:8). 
Christ had given them a pattern of ad- 
vance. Theirs was but to follow His 
instructions and to start telling a hos- 
tile, but waiting, world the story of 
redeeming love. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The post-resurrection presence of 
(Christ (Acts 1:1-8) 

2. The ascension of Christ (vv. 9-11) 

3. The expectant, praying disciples (vv. 
12-14) 

4. The choice of Judas’ successor (vv. 
15-26) 


Topics for Development 


Resurrection proofs. Luke, the au- 
thor of Acts, is 'careful to state that 
our Lord showed Himself to His disciples 
by “many infallible proofs” (1:3). The 
Saviour wanted them to be positive 
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Bison for October 4 


that His resurrection was a fact of 
history. He had died; but now He was 
alive. They had witnessed His presence 
in their midst. 

Christ’s resurrection is central to our 
Christian faith. It is the seal of the 
Father upon the efficacy of the atone- 
ment wrought out on Calvary. It is 
the guarantee of the believer’s accept- 
ance by a holy God: the Lord Jesus 
“was raised again for our justification” 
(Rom. 4:25). It is the assurance of 
our deathless hope: “But now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become the 
firstfruits of them that slept” (1 Cor. 
15:20). But more, it is a demonstration 
that our Lord is indeed the divine Son 
of God (cf. Rom. 1:4). 

No wonder the Saviour lingered on 
earth for forty days before His ascen- 
sion: His disciples could never forget 
the experience (cf. Acts 3:15; 4:20; 5:31, 
32). 


Practical Applications 


The proofs of our Lord’s resurrection 
were intended to impress not only His 
early followers but also His people 
through the centuries. Our faith is 
founded on proven historical realities. 
Christ actually arose from the dead. 
He was seen after the event. His resur- 
rection differentiates our outlook com- 
pletely from that of any Hindu or 
Buddhist “religionist.” We worship and 
serve a living Saviour. 

The basic program of the Church is 
witnessing. The cardinal duty of every 
believer is to testify. What proportion 
of your time, thought, and energy is 
devoted to telling others about your 
precious Lord? Do you need to sit 
down and re-evaluate your schedule? 

“Why stand ye gazing up _ into 
heaven?” (Acts 1:11.) We longingly 
await our Saviour’s return. We medi- 
tate with joy upon the truth of His 
second coming. But while we wait 
there is work to be done for Him, a 
message to be delivered to the lost, 
help to be rendered to the needy, guid- 
ance to be offered to the wandering 
and comfort to the weary. We must 
occupy until He comes. 

“These all continued with one ac- 
cord in prayer .. .” (Acts 1:14). No 
wonder miracles happened. When 120 
followers of the Lord unitedly banded 
together in prayer, the windows of 
Heaven opened upon them. Are we 
faithful in our intercession? 


Golden Text 


Acts 1:8—‘But ye _ shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto me... in Jerusalem... 
all Judaea ... Samaria ... unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.” The se- 
quence is logical. The outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost would 
cause a stream of power to flow upon 
the disciples. This in turn would issue 
in an authoritative witness which could 
not be confined to one city, but would 
burst geographical boundaries until the 
ends of the earth experienced its benef- 
icent, saving effects. 

Mepis, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HyMNS 


“Come, Ye That Love the Lord” 
“J Will Sing the Wondrous Story” 
“We Have Heard the Joyful Sound” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose love takes: in all 
men and who sent the Lord Jesus to 
save us from our sins, we thank Thee 
that the Gospel has come down the 
generations to,us and that ours is a 
Christian heritage. Help us to value it 
as we should and to put ourselves into 
the saving and keeping care of Jesus 
Christ. Help us also to tell others of 
Him that they, too, may come to know 
Him. By this lesson stir us to more 
earnest effort in soul-winning. Forgive 
us that we so easily become self-cen- 
tered and indifferent to others’ needs. 
May the concern that brought the Lord 
Jesus here -to save us dwell in our 
hearts, too, that we may gladly give 
ourselves to share our Saviour with 
others. Bless our ministers and mis- 
sionaries, Sunday school and other 
Christian workers, that their work and 
witness may bring many to entrust 
themselves to the Lord Jesus. Show 
special mercy to all who are ill, vexed, 
troubled, or in poverty. Guide the 
rulers of men into just and peaceable 
means of settling disputes and securing 
peace. Thy Kingdom come, O Lord, 
and Thy will be done on earth as in 
Heaven, for Thy great name’s sake. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Once we have en- 
tered into the new life Christ came to 
impart to us, then we are to be His wit- 
nesses, making known to others what 
the Saviour is to us, that they, too, 
may enter into the new life. The Air 
Rescue Service of the United States has 
as its motto: “That Others Might Live.” 
This should be our motto, too, and our 
chief business should be to witness to 


Christ that others may live with. that | 


life eternal Christ died to make ours. 

Here are three ways for us to face 
Christ’s call to be His witnesses in this 
world. First; we should witness to 
Christ just where we are—at home, at 


HIM 


school, at work, or play. By the 
changed life we lead and by speaking 
of Him who has changed us, let us wit- 
ness. to Christ just where we are. Next, 
we should ask God to show us if He 
wants us to witness to Christ in some 
place where He is largely or entirely 
unknown. To make our motto, “That 
Others Might Live,” means we must be 
ready to serve wherever we are sent. 
Do not settle down to a comfortable 
life at home without even asking God 
if He has something for you to do as 
Christ’s witness in a land where per- 
haps none is a Christian. But if God 
does not lead you to witness for: Christ 
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on some mission field, then support 
others doing such work. When we get 
right behind those God has called to be 
Christ’s witnesses overseas or on some 
home mission field, then we witness 
through them by standing with them 
in their witness. No Christian at the 
last will regret any sacrifice made to 
make Christ known. We shall only re- 
gret that we did so little. 


CauLcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“... all that Jesus began both to do 
and teach, until... he was taken up 
...” (Acts 1:1, 2).—From the beginning 
of our Lord’s ministry to His ascension, 
we have the most important era of all 
history. It includes His miracles, His 
oracles, His atoning death, His glorious 
physical resurrection, His post-resurrec- 
tion appearances and ministry, and His 
triumphant ascension. 

It is impossible to name a more im- 
portant period of human history be- 
cause the events of that time constitute 
the pivot, so to speak, upon which 
God’s program for time and eternity 
turns. 

The word history has been divided 
into two parts: “His” and “story.” 
Praise God for all who have heard His 
story. Now let us pray and work that 
all may hear it. ’ 


Savior, we Thy love adore, 
We will praise Thee more and more; 
Spread Thy name from shore to shore, 
Savior, we adore Thee! 
—S. Trevor Francis 


While I was a young Christian, this 
stanza forcefully impressed me. It was 
as though the Lord Himself was asking, 
“Will you spread My name from shore 
to shore?” All I could do then was to 
express my willingness to do it with 
His help. 

In the years following He graciously 
opened three avenues by which it could 
be done: (1) by traveling to many parts 
of the world, (2) by circulating tracts 
in foreign languages, as well as in 
English, and (3) by having practical fel- 
lowship with missionaries on each con- 
tinent who are telling His story. 

The ascended Lord is still “doing” 
and “teaching” through His workers in 
all parts of the world. See Mark 16:20. 

“.. . he shewed himself alive ... by 
many infallible proofs...” (Acts 1:3). 
—His personal appearances to His dis- 


‘ ciples and to more than five hundred 


of them at one time (1 Cor. 15:6), His 
eating in their presence (Luke 24:43), 
and His preparing a fish dinner for 
seven of them on the shore of the Sea of 
Galilee (John 21) forbid the thought 
that His was only a spiritual resurrec- 
tion. 

A Moslem guide, showing a Christian 
the reputed site of the tomb of Jesus 
in Jerusalem, said with a cynical smile, 
“We Mohammedans can visit our sacred 
city of Mecca, and worship the bones 
of our prophet, but you havé nothing 
but an empty tomb!” 

“. . . ye shall be baptized with the 
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Holy Ghost .. .” (Acts 1:5).—Our Lord 
was referring to that event that would 
occur on the Day of Pentecost. The 
Apostle Paul explains it by saying: “For 
by one Spirit are we all baptized into 
one body, whether we be Jews or Gen- 
tiles, whether we be bond or free; and 
have been all made to drink into one 
Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:13). Thus, the bap- 
tism of the Holy Ghost brought all 
believers into one body. The long- 
cherished desire of the Lord Jesus—‘“I 
will build my church”—was about to be 
fulfilled. 

The restoration of the kingdom to 
Israel was not on the agenda at this 
time, but something absolutely new: 
the formation of the Church of which 
the Lord Jesus was to be head, and 
every believer a member! 

The kingdom shall indeed be restored 
to Israel; but not until God’s present 
visit to the Gentiles is over, and He has 
taken out of them “a people for his 
name” (Acts 15:14-17; Rom. 11:25-33). 

“.. ye shall be witnesses unto me 

. .” (Acts 1:8).—It is a privilege and 
a responsibility to be a witness. “A 
true witness delivereth souls” (Prov. 
14:25). We must be witnesses for the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


“Ye shall be Witnesses 
Llniwe B70." 
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Lord Jesus Christ, for He is the one 
who wrought and taught, and died and 
rose, and ascended on high (Acts 10: 
39). It has been truly said that the 
word “witnesses” as used here has in 
it “the stuff martyrs are made of.” 
Thousands upon thousands of His wit- 
nesses have sealed their testimonies 
with their blood. 

Witnesses are still being martyred 
in various parts of the world. One of 
the latest missionaries to be expelled 
from Red China said: “Many young peo- 
ple have maintained a clear witness at 
great personal cost. Key students have 
been reduced to campus servants be- 
cause of their stand for Christ. When 
they separate, they say to each other, 
‘We may meet inside [prison] next 
time.’ Some have been sentenced to 
eight or ten years in work camps, but 
maintain their radiance.” Thank God 
for all who sing with the spirit and 
with the understanding: 

Faith of our fathers. holy faith! 
We will be true to Thee till death! 

“_. . this same Jesus .. . shall so come 
in like manner .. .” (Acts 1:11) —He 
himself had said before this, “If I go 
... I will come again...” (John 14:3). 
He has gone, but His return is as cer- 
tain as His going away. His return is 
the glorious hope of the Church. He 
wishes His own to be With and like 
Himself. His coming for the Church 
will be “in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye”; while the coming mentioned 
in Acts will be His glorious appearing 
when He will make Himself seen from 
the very place from which He ascended. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it is refreshing to be 

studying the New Testament again 
after six months in the Old. The Bible 
is wonderful in its completeness and 
order as a “way of life.” The Penta- 
teuch prepares you for the Psalms and 
Prophets; these launch you into the 
“fulfillment” in the four Gospels; and 
now we have the Book of Acts for six 
months, saying, “Let’s do something 
about it.” This is followed by the 
Epistles “showing how”; and last, Rev- 
elation, “the great climax.” 

It is very wonderful (really, a mir- 
acle!) how the Lord has preserved, 
intact and unharmed, through the.cen- 
turies, this marvelous, inspired Word, 
in spite of all that has been done by 
its most skillful enemies through the 
ages to destroy it. No other written 
record has survived like the Bible. This 
is one of the strong evidences of its 
divine inspiration, as the very Word of 
God. Make a mental note of this, fel- 
lows, and never forget it, for in the days 
to come (probably even more than 
now) you will need the assurance of 
faith in “The way, the truth, and the 
life.” It is impressive to note how the 
Bible—the Word—is identified with the 
very personality of Jesus (see John 
1:1 and many other passages)—but 
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that’s another story and we won't dis. 
cuss it now. This Acts 1:1-14 is our 
text assignment for today, and it is too 
rich to pass by. 

Acts tells us “how to believe” and to 
be real Christians, serving the Lord, 
Our Master Teacher appears in these 
first fourteen verses and points out the 
main thing He wants us, as His fol- 
lowers, to do: that is to be “witnesses” 
to. His saving and keeping power. It 
was His last word to His disciples; but 
I want you to notice there is one little 
word that comes before that command. 
It occurs in the fourth verse. It is 
“wait.” The disciples were filled with 
zeal and readiness for service, almost 
impatient, one might say. But Jesus 
knew there was something still lacking 
in their equipment: the Holy Spirit. 
One cannot hope to witness for Jesus 
successfully -without the Holy Spirit, 
and there must be a certain quiet ret- 
rospection before His fullness can be 
received. There must be a complete 
surrender, a shuffling off of all other in- 
terests, an sabandonment of all known 
sin, leaving the heart wide open for 
His entrance. So Jesus sends the dis- 
ciples back to Jerusalem, there to 
quietly wait. They were wise enough 
to do that and the results were tremen- 
dous! People from all parts of the 
world heard, in their own language, the 
Good News and 3,000 souls were con- 
verted to belief in Jesus Christ in one 
day. It is amazing what God can and 
will do through a fully yielded Chris- 
tian. It is not an easy matter to men- 
tion Jesus Christ to an unbeliever— 
stranger or friend. It is really a very 
difficult thing to do, sometimes, even 
for a true follower. You rarely hear 
the name of Jesus in conversation; even 
then it is likely to be in an irreverent 
manner. Think a moment: how often 
in a year, or in a month, or a week, or 
in a day, do you speak His name in 
talking to someone else?! You speak 
of other friends—your favorite base- 


ball batsman or pitcher, or football 
player. Just watch your eyes glow 
when you call his name! The Lord 


Jesus went to Calvary for you and shed 
His precious blood, paying the penalty 
of your sin, that you might not perish 
but be saved to eternal life. Is He 
not worthy of your loyalty and your 
witness concerning Him? Think about 
this, fellows; your very life is involved 
in it! 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


“Ye Shall Be Witnesses Unto Me” 
(Acts 1:6-8, 12-14) 

UR last Memory Verse is in 1 
O Samuel. In what ‘group of Books 
is that? Can you find the right book- 
mark for your star? Can you repeat 
the Books in that division? in the whole 
Old Testament? After Malachi God 
sent no more messages to. the people 
until His own Son came. (Indicate the 
Birth of Christ on the time ladder. We 
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Pilesson for October 4 


shall not continue the time ladder into 
the New Testament as events there are 
too nearly contemporaneous.) You 
probably know the four Gospels that 
tell about His life. (Award bookmarks 
to those who can name them.) 

There is only one Book of History in 
the New Testament. It is Luke’s con- 
tinued story. Listen as he begins Book 
Two. (Read Acts 1:1, 2a, substituting 
and 
“written” for “made.”) I am going to 
give every one of you a ribbon book- 
mark for Acts. You will need it to 
keep your place, for we are going to 
read this continued story. It tells what 
the Lord Jesus did through His disciples, 
or apostles, after He went back to 
Heaven. See what the full title of the 
Book is. Those were exciting days! If 
you had been John’s boy or Mark’s 
younger sister and kept a diary, I won- 
der what you would have written. 
Luke tells four stories in chapter one. 
(List on the blackboard: Jesus’ Visits 
With His Disciples After His Death; 
Jesus’ Going Up to Heaven; A Prayer 
Meeting; Choosing Someone in Judas’s 
Place. For fourth grade classes or poor 
readers this extended reading program 
may not be advisable.) 

Modern books have pictures to make 
them interesting. Couldn’t we make 
our own illustrated edition—a _ scrap- 
book of pictures from old Primary sup- 
plies, quarterlies, Scripture calendars? 
Who will help? Then you must read 
the chapter carefully to find just the 
right picture for each happening. Paste 
them in, all ready for the class next 
Sunday to see if they know the story of 
each picture. 

Do you suppose the Lord still needs 
apostles, missionaries, witnesses to do 
His work down here on earth? Can 
He use boys and girls? I think of 
Rhoda, Mark, Timothy, and a young 
man whose name I do not know, who 
got into the story of the Acts! 

With bombs that can almost blow the 
world to pieces, and satellites and jet 
Trockets to crash into space, some folks 
wonder if the end of the world is here, 
if the Lord Jesus is coming right back. 
But when we ask Him, He says—(read 
Acts 1:7, 8). “Power”! Not bomb 
power to blow someone to death, or jet 
power to go to far places in our outside 
world, but power to blow out the sin 
inside—power to do things for God, 
miracles of patience with little brother, 
obedience to a demanding father! How 
do we get that power? Through “the 
Holy Ghost,” “the Holy Spirit,” we say 
now. Who or what is that? It is God! 
We think of God as being especially in 
Heaven, though He is everywhere, too. 
When God lived on earth as a man, He 
was called Jesus, the Son of God. When 
God comes into our heart or life to live, 
we call Him the Holy Spirit, the Spirit 
of God. When you take the Lord Jesus 
as your Saviour from your sins, the 
sins go out and the Holy Spirit—God 
—comes in. As you pray, His power 
does things to sin and He uses your lips 
to tell about the Lord Jesus. Let Him 
Start using you right now at home! 
Maybe some day God will send you to 
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the far places, too, as a missionary. 
Acts 1:8 is the Memory Verse. 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


VERYONE likes to be important. 

To be chosen captain of a football 
team makes the one chosen feel im- 
portant. That is a nice feeling. We 
like to be important in games. . We 
like to be important in school. We like 
to be important at home. Children like 
to be important. Mothers like to be 
important. Fathers like to be impor- 
tant. That is so today. It was so long 
ago. 

The Lord Jesus had twelve disciples. 
They were important men. They 
walked and worked with the dear Son 
of God. You would suppose that hav- 
ing been selected to serve with Him 
would have been honor enough: But 
God’s Word tells us that two of the men 
asked for positions of even greater im- 
portance. James and John asked that 
they be allowed to sit on the right 





Dear Superintendent or Teacher:. 

The fact that you are reading 
this column, “For Primary Teach- 
ers,” leads the Editors to believe 
that the International Uniform 
Lessons are being used at least in 
some department of your Sunday 
school. It will be of real help in 
determining the greatest useful- 
ness of the Times lesson helps if 
you will tell us: 


1.Do you use regularly the 
Times column, “For Primary 
Teachers,” in preparing or teach- 


ing your lesson? 

2. Are the International Uniform 
lesson outlines used regularly in 
the Primary Department in your 
school? 

A postal card giving this infor- 
mation and the name and address 
of your school will be appreciated. 
Please address: The Editors, The 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 











hand and the left hand of the Lord 
Jesus when He reigned over the earth 
(Mark 10:37). On another occasion, 
the disciples had an argument over 
which of them was the greatest (Luke 
22:24). Always the Jewish disciples 
were hoping that their homeland would 
once again have its own government. 
They fully expected that the Lord Jesus 
would be the reigning monarch. And 
they assumed that they would be given 
important positions in the government. 

The disciples were thinking about this 
after the death and resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus. Since He had been vic- 
torious over death, they apparently ex- 
pected Him to reign over the Jewish 
people. So they asked Him, “Lord, is 
this the time when You will re-estab- 
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for you and also for a survivor if 
desired. Yet you have the joy of 
knowing your money is in the hands 
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The gift will be used to help other 
people find physical and spiritual sus- 
tenance. 
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“To show forth thy lovingkind- 
ness in the morning, and thy 
faithfulness every night.” 


For use in churches and families: The Book 
of Psalms, rendered in meter and set to 
music. Authorized by the Synod of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North 
America. Price $1.50. 
Address C. R. FOX 
Empire Bidg., Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 
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weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? ioe help us 
‘answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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lish the kingdom and restore it to Is- 
rael?” (Acts 1:6.) The Lord Jesus 
knew what was in the mind of each 
disciple. He knew that they wanted to 
be important. He knew that they 
wanted to have power. He knew that, 
even though they had not mentioned 
it. His answer must have startled 
them: “It is not for you to know what 
My Father is going to do or when He 
is going to do it. But you shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be My witnesses 
in Jerusalem and all Judea and Samaria 
and to the ends—the very bounds—of 
the earth” (v. 8). 

This was better than they had even 
supposed! They had thought that the 
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thing of most importance was to have 
government positions in their home- 
land. Instead they were to receive 
special power that would enable them 
to be witnesses for their Saviour not 
only in their homeland but throughout 
the world. 

To be messengers of the Gospel would 
require power. The disciples knew that. 
There were only twelve of them—and 
He said they were to go to the ends of 
the earth. None of the men was a great 
public speaker. They knew that. None 
of them was important in politics. The 
Gospel message which they were to de- 
liver was a message that would not 
easily be received by the hearers. This 
the disciples knew. The world to whom 
they were to preach had been worship- 
ing false, make-believe gods for count- 
less years. If the hearers were to 
receive the Gospel of the Son of God, 
they would have to turn from their idols. 
All of this the disciples knew. Indeed 
they would have to receive power— 
much, much power—if they were to obey 
the command of their risen Lord. 

As soon as the Lord Jesus had made 
this important announcement, He as- 
cended into Heaven. A cloud took Him 
up, out of their sight. They did not 
begin to preach at once. Their Lord 
had told them that the needed power 
would come when the Holy Spirit came 
upon them. About ten days later the 
disciples and some women were having 
a prayer meeting. This was not the 
only time they had met for prayer dur- 
ing those days. Apparently they had 
prayed and prayed and prayed. Then, 
on the day of Pentecost, God’s Holy 
Spirit did come. And those men—men 
without too much _§$ability—became 
powerful preachers and missionaries. 
Their sermons convicted men of sin. 
Their power enabled them to perform 
miracles. Their power transformed the 
lives of those who believed and re- 
ceived their message. And today, the 
same Holy Spirit that came upon the 
disciples is ours. Are you a witness for 
the Son of God? 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Fine Equipment Useless Without 

Power.—Ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you 
(Acts 1:8, Golden Text). Suppose you 
owned a very fine car. One day, wish- 
ing to make a journey, you got in the 
car and pressed the self-starter. The 
starter worked all right, but the engine 
wouldn’t start. So you opened the bon- 
net, looked all over the engine, and 
could find nothing wrong with it. 
Whatever was the matter? Why, there 
wasn’t any petrol in the tank. It doesn’t 
matter how fine a machine you have if: 
you have no power. It was like that 
with the disciples after Jesus was risen 








from the dead. Jesus told them to go 
over all the world telling people about 
Him. But He said, “Wait, you haven't 
the power yet.” Then, on that first 
Whitsunday, the Holy Spirit came upon 
them, as Jesus had promised, and at 
once they had the power. Jesus has 
promised the Holy Spirit to all that 
ask for Him, and the Spirit of God is 
the Spirit. of power.——From the Method- 
ist Recorder. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


The Eyes of FaithBeing seen of them 
(Acts 1:3). A small girl coaxed her 
mother to wait with her after an ad- 
dress by a veteran missionary from 
abroad. The child wanted particularly 
to ask him if he had ever seen Jesus. 
“You talked just as if you had,” she 
explained wistfully. We need not be 
returned missionaries, nor even old, to 
speak with convincing assurance about 
the Lord and His great, good purposes. 
Oh, how people deserve to sense that 
note of assured reality in our words! 
And in our lives!—From Choice Glean- 
ings Calendar. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans. 


- Released for Battle—But wait for 
the promise of the Father, which, saith 
he, ye have heard of me (Acts 1:4). 
In the naval battle of Salamis, The- 
mistocles, the hero of the Greeks, tar- 
ried on shore until nine in the morning. 
His delay caused impatience on the part 
of the patriots, and some accused him 
of cowardice and of treason. But he 
knew that at nine the land breeze 
would spring up and fill their sails and 
send his boats to sea, releasing his 
rowers to become warriors. And Chris- 
tians have to remember that they are 
to be moved by the breath of the Spirit, 
not by the toil of self-help—From the 
Illustrator. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Message Delivered?—And ye shall be 
witnesses unto me (Acts 1:8). A mere 
lad in the army overseas was rather 
hard to manage because of his failure 
to respond to discipline; but when the 
time came for him to do actual service, 
he suddenly developed into a man. On 
the last day of the Great War he had to 
go out twice in the face of the enemy’s 


fire, but both times he returned and 
saluted with these words: “Captain, 
your message was delivered.” We are 


instructed with a message to all nations, 
and there are many places in the far- 
flung battle line where to deliver it is to 
do so in the face of the enemy’s fire. 
There will come a day when we will go 
out for the last time and, at the end of 
day, report to our Captain who said, 


“Go ye!” Shall we be able to say, as 
did the lad, “Captain, your message 
was delivered”?—From Choice _ Illus- 


trations. Sent by the Rev. W. P: 


Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Convincing Proof.—They looked sted- 
fastly toward heaven as he went up 
(Acts 1:10). “How do you know your 
mother is upstairs?” inquired a man of 
his nephews and nieces who were 
studying their Sunday school lesson, 
“The Ascension.” “I saw her go,” an- 
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lesson for October 4 


gwered one. “You mean you saw her 
start upstairs,” said the uncle. “Per- 
haps she did not get there, and she 
may not now be there, even if she has 
been there.” “I know she is there,” 
gid the youngest child, “for I went to 
the foot of the steps and called her, 
and she answered me.” “Yes,” mused 
the uncle, “the disciples said they saw 
the Master- ascend into Heaven, and 
they know He is living, but that is not 
so strong a proof as that He speaks to 
me, and I know it is His voice.”—From 
the Expositor. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Richmond, Kans. Prize illustration. 


Who Was Confused?—Which also said, 
Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven? this same Jesus, which 
is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen 
him go into heaven (Acts 1:11). Ad- 
dressing a meeting of Sunday school 
workers, the minister of the congre- 
gation said: “Don’t try to teach about 
the second coming of Christ to your 
classes. I’ve found it to be a confusing 
subject, and you know we really aren’t 
sure how He will come.” A young 
woman, recently arrived from Ireland, 
was present. It was a grief to her that 
this minister questioned certain portions 
of God’s Word. In a quiet, courteous 
manner she said, “Sure now, sir, why 
would folk be confused about something 
the Lord Himself has made plain?” The 
minister became angry, so the lady 
waited until he had finished, then said: 
‘Tm afraid it’s yourself that’s confused, 
sir. It always is so when folk refuse 
to hear and heed what the Lord says.” 
—Told by one of the teachers present 
at the meeting. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Toronto, Can. 


The Stream of Christian Prayer. 
—These all continued with one accord 
in prayer (Acts 1:14). As day after 
day I watch the Gulf Stream, and some- 
times sail upon its mighty and mys- 
terious current, I am mindful of other 
streams which it suggests. It is in the 
midst of the ocean, yet separate from 
it, warmer, faster-moving, and bene- 
ficent. So is the stream of prayer which 
from amidst the sea of life moves 
Steadily and irresistibly upward from 
Millions of human hearts. Who can 
measure the breadth and depth and vol- 
ume and beneficence of this ceaseless 
current of communion and supplication 
that is ever moving from the hearts of 
humanity to the throne of God? As we 
pray our own prayers, suppose we re- 
call the unmeasured flood of other 
Prayers that are perpetually flowing to 
the Father who hears every one.—From 
the Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


INCE I hope all of you girls are go- 
ing to be Sunday school teachers, I 
think it would be a fine thing for us, 
during the next two quarters, to com- 
bine some teacher training with our 
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Bible study. We are going to be study- 
ing the Book of Acts, and that is a good 
part of the Bible to teach Sunday school 
pupils of any age. Much of it can be 
taught to little children, yet every bit 
of it can be helpful to the oldest per- 
son who attends Sunday school. 

The Christians in the early Church 
were tireless workers for the Lord. 
Surely .we should work for Him as 
faithfully as they! So this quarter we 
will learn the Scripture Catechism 
card, “Our Works.” 
to teach our class next Sunday, the 
first verse on this card? You may 
teach it any way you choose. Only 
remember one thing: Be sure the class 
understands its meaning, before you 
drill on the words. 

I would also like someone to volun- 
teer to tell the story of the Ascension 
next Sunday. I have written it out to 
help you, but I hope you will read it 
from the Bible, too, and then tell it in 
your own words. 


THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST 
(Luke 24: 50-53; Acts 1: 4-12) 


One day, just forty days after Jesus 
had risen from the dead, He led His 
apostles up the mount of Olives to 
Bethany. He had told them that al- 
though He must go back to Heaven to 
the Father, He would send the Holy 
Spirit ‘to comfort and guide them. He 
commanded them to wait in Jerusalem 
until the Holy Spirit came. He said to 
them, “Ye shall receive power after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me, both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 
of the earth.” 

After Jesus had finished saying these 
words, He lifted up His hands and 
blessed the disciples, and while He 
blessed them, He began to leave the 
ground, and His disciples saw that He 
was going up and up into the sky. 
They watched Him rising until He went 
up into a cloud out of their sight. 

They still stood gazing at the place 
where they had last seen Him, till they 
heard a voice beside them. Looking 
around, they saw two men in white 
garments standing near them. They 
told the disciples that the Lord Jesus 


Who will volunteer. 
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would come back again, just as they 
had seen Him go into Heaven. Then 
the disciples went back to Jerusalem 
to the upper room, where they often 
met for prayer. Every day they met 
there, and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and His brothers, came there and 
prayed with them. 


The first rule for story-telling is to 
know the story yourself. To be sure 
that you do, practice telling it before 
you come to.class. 

Here is a copy for each of you of 
twenty questions I prepared on Acts 1. 
We will fill in the answers this morning 
as we study together. 

(1) To whom was the Book of Acts 
written? (2) Who wrote the first book 
to Theophilus? See Luke 1:1-4. (3) 
Then who wrote the Book of Acts? (4) 
How many days was Jesus seen by His 
apostles after His resurrection? (5-9) 
From each of the following Scriptures 
tell one thing that Jesus did which 
proved to His disciples that He was alive 
again: Matthew 28:9-10; Luke 24: 36-43; 
John 20:26-28; John 21:10-13; 1 Corin- 
thians 15:6. (10) How long did Jesus 
tell His disciples to tarry in Jerusalem? 
(11) Where were they to witness for 
Him? (12) What finally hid the as- 
cending Lord from His disciples? (13) 
How many men in white garments 
came to the disciples? (14) What prom- 
ise did they give them about Christ? 
(15) When will we see the Lord Jesus? 
(16) Where in Jerusalem did the dis- 
ciples tarry? (17) Where was Mary 
the mother of Jesus when mentioned in 
this chapter? (18) Were the disciples 
praying to Mary, or was she praying 
with them to God? (19) About how 
many disciples met together during the 
ten days before Pentecost? (20) What 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 714) 


1. He “assembled” with His disciples, 
showing that He was indeed alive, and 
speaking about the Kingdom and their 
program of witnessing. 

2. His disciples are to witness con- 
cerning Him and His Gospel (1:8). 

3. The Lord Jesus said that it must 
be carried out “to the uttermost part of 
the earth” (1:8). 

4. Supernatural power. 

5. The Holy Spirit would come upon 
them in power (1:6, 8). 

6. “This same Jesus . . . shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen him go 
into heaven” (1:11). 

7. In fellowship, prayer, and filling 
the depleted ranks of the apostolate 
(1:13, 14, 26). 

8. The Holy Spirit spoke “by the 
mouth of David” (1:16). 


9. He must have been associated 
with Christ from the beginning of the 
Saviour’s ministry to the time of His 
ascension (1:21, 22). 

10. Matthias, who replaced the traitor 
Judas (1:16, 26). 

Mepis, Pa. 
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man was chosen to be an apostle to 
take the place of Judas? 

Before we close let us each tell some- 
thing from today’s lesson that im- 
pressed us. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, October 4 


1. The Youthful Christian and Recreation 
(Zech. 8:1-6) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

SERIES of three topics on “Chris- 

tian Citizenship Hot Spots” begins 
this week with a look at recreation. 
Later, we are to think about business 
and politics. We should keep in mind 
in our discussions of all three of these 
topics that two viewpoints should be 
maintained. The topic should be con- 
sidered from the viewpoint of a young 
person, and the viewpoint should be 
that of a real Christian. There is a 
strong temptation in these days on both 
the part of young people, and older ones 
as well, to look at recreation through 
the eyes of worldly associates. What the 
crowd does is likely to appeal to us as 
the thing we should do. Youth particu- 
larly dislikes to be thought different, 
especially if that difference is prompted 
by religious convictions. Yet it is right 
here that the Christian young person 
must make a choice. Am I willing to 
be unpopular or thought “queer” for 
Christ’s sake; or am IL ready to be 
ashamed of Him, and to soften my 
stand for Him in order to go along with 
the crowd? 

4 


Now, let us not get the wrong idea 
that being different, or being thought 
queer, has some virtue in itself. There 
are many “queer” things that some 
Christians do that contribute nothing 
to their Christian character or stature. 
Nevertheless we need to understand 
clearly that the whole drive of the 
world is directly contrary to God. “The 
whole world lieth in wickedness [the 
wicked one]” (1 John 5:19). “The 
friendship of the world is enmity to- 
ward God. Whosoever will be a friend 
of the world is the enemy of God” (Jas. 
4:4). It is hopeless for us to try to take 
a broad course that will satisfy worldly 
friends or ambitions, and at the same 
time think we can wholly please God. 
A choice is imperative in our recreation. 
Which will it be for you? 


se 


A choice is likewise imperative in 
the matter of temperance or self-con- 
trol in recreation. Even if all recre- 
ations were unquestionable, we would 
still find it impossible to indulge in 
every form of them. Here again we 
find a temptation. Youth likes to try 
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everything and to be active in every. 
thing that comes along. If not con. 
trolled, this desire leads to vagueness 
of purpose and to indecisiveness, and 
to spreading ourselves so thin that we 
shall be good in practically nothing, 
In the Christian life, as in other phases 
of life, it pays to stop and count the 
cost before plunging ahead in every. 
thing that comes along (Luke 14: 28-38), 
Some recreations, good enough in them- 
selves, may take time and effort that 
rightfully should be devoted to home 
duties, or to study, or, most important 
of all, to Bible study and prayer and 
church attendance. Christ wants for 
disciples those who are willing to let 
nothing stand in the way of following 
Him (Matt. 8:19-22; 16:24-26). Youth 
likes sincerity in others. Let us be 
sincere with Christ and decide, by His 
grace, to please Him first of all and at 
any cost to our own comfort or pleasure, 
and at any cost to our popularity or 
conformity to the crowd. 
s 4 

As young Christians we must choose 
whether or not we will be guided in 
our recreation by the principle that we 
will not be a stumbling block to other 
younger or less experienced Christians. 
Some things that we do may not hinder 
us, but may be real obstacles to other 
Christians or may prevent unbelievers 
from accepting Christ. A young mis- 
sionary in India was fond of tennis and 
thought the exercise would be quite 
beneficial. But he discovered that his 
fellow missionaries misunderstood and 
thought him neglectful of opportunities 
for language study. Although his con- 
science was clear, he gave up his tennis 
for their sakes and for Christ’s sake. 

Now, how are we to know what will 
please God in this matter of recreation? 
As in all other phases of life, God has 
set down in His Word the principles 
that will guide us in determining what 
recreation is best for us. Hence the 
importance of reading and studying His 
Word, and seeking, day by day, God’s 
direction through prayer. He has prom- 
ised guidance to any of us who do. not 
know but really want to know what is 
His will (Jas. 1:5). How often do you 
ask Him for it? He has promised to 


(Continued on page 721) 








World View From a Prison 
(Continued from page 708) 


his only stocks and bonds the kind that 
clanked on ankles and wrists, his bodily 
presence weak, so they said, and his 
speech contemptible. Do not expect 
him to provide a religious aspirin tab- 
let, a “come-to-church-and-cure-your- 
ulcer” sort of serenity fad.. This old 
veteran knew what the score was and 
what it would be. Nowadays we not 
only do not know the answers but we 
do not even know what the question 
is! Paul knew both. May we join 
that blessed band he had in mind when, 
writing of a crown laid up for him, he 
added, “And not to me only, but unto 
all them also that love his appearing” 
(2 Tim. 4:8). 








“3 


have 
top, ¥ 


$1; 12 
100 fo 
may | 
the 1 
forwa 
and | 
Sund: 
13th § 








ess, and 
that we 
nothing, 
r phases 
unt the 
| every- 
4: 28-33), 
n them- 
ort that 
o home 
portant 
yer and 
ints for 
t to let 
lowing 
Youth 
us be 
by His 
and at 
leasure, 
rity or 


choose 
ded in 
hat we 
» other 
istians, 
hinder 
- other 
lievers 
Z mis- 
is and 
quite 
at his 
1 and 
inities 
3; con- 
tennis 
sake. 
t will 
ation? 
d has 
ciples 
what 
» the 
y His 
God's 
rom- 
». not 
at is 
you 
d to 


that 
dily 

his 
pect 
tab- 


old 





», 199 








every. 
not con. 
agueness 









lesson for October 4 






(Continued from page 720) 


guide us with His eye (Psa. 32:8). Are 
your eyes fixed upon Him so that you 
an catch His directions? (Heb. 12:1, 2.) 
The desire of young people for rec- 
ration is a normal and a natural one. 
It will often run along lines that are 
quite different from the recreation that 
ider persons will choose. Since it is 
anormal desire, let us give the One 
who made us and knows what will best 
help us and satisfy us the opportunity 
fo put into our hearts the impulses and 
the controls that will cause our recre- 
ation times to contribute all that they 
should to our physical and mental and 
spiritual life in Him. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Scripture Art Calendar 

(Continued from page 711) 
have a ten-inch metal binding at the 
top, with a cord for hanging. They are 
moderately priced—35 cents each; 3 for 
$1; 12 for $3.50; 25 for $7; 50 for $12; 
100 for $22. Prices for larger quantities 
may be had upon request. Just ask for 
the 1960 Scripture Art Calendar, and 
forward your order, with your name 
and address and remittance to: The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
8th St., Philadelphia 5. 


we 


Charles Wesley and His Hymns 
(Continued from page’ 709) 
study—or to compose hymns. It is even 
asserted that the rhythm of some of 
Charles’s hymns echoes the steady beat 

of his horse’s hoofs! 

Charles Wesley’s dedication to hymn 
writing is revealed in a letter to a 
friend, dated June 2, 1743: 

“Near Ripley my horse threw and 
fell upon me. My companion thought 
Ihad broken my neck, but my leg only 
was bruised, my hand sprained, and my 
head stunned; which spoiled my mak- 
ing hymns, or thinking at all, till the 
next day, when the Lord brought us 
safe to Newcastle.” 

Every word of his hymns flowed out 
of his own heart and experience. He 
was the sinner, the penitent, the be- 
liever, the child of God, the pilgrim, 
the warrior, the victor. In like manner 
he put a song into the hearts and upon 
the lips of multitudes of hearers and 
converts.. They rejoiced in singing the 
new songs of their testimony—their 
trials and conflicts, their joy, their 
peace, their faith, their aspirations, their 
hope of Heaven. Moreover, the hymns 
Were saturated with theology, and the 
People found themselves singing the 
Gospel which they had received and 
wherein they stood. 

‘It was Charles’s custom to compose a 
hymn for almost every sermon he pre- 
pared. Not only did the hymn under- 
gird the sermon, but the message of 
the hymn might be sung and repeated 
and retained long after the sermon it- 
Self had passed from memory. Many 


Use in the class meetings to teach doc- 
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trine. One of the best is “Depth of 
Mercy! Can There Be?” 

A remarkable characteristic of Wes- 
ley’s hymns is that they abound with 
the very words of Scripture and al- 
lusions to the Bible. Every line of 
“Jesus, Lover of My Soul” is based on 
a verse of Scripture. 

Every event, every occasion, every 
scene called to Charles for recognition 
in a hymn. After preaching to the col- 
liers at Newcastle he wrote: 


“ See how great a flame aspires, 
Kindled by the spark of grace. 
For the quarryman there was the rhyth- 
mic: 4 ‘ 
Strike with the hammer of Thy word, 
And break these hearts of stone! 
To the converted Cornish fisherman: 
Teach me to cast my net aright, 
The Gospel net of general grace. 
(Continued on next page) 











hymns were also written primarily for . 
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Entries in John Wesley’s Journal in- 
dicate that he made it a point, as he 
passed through town or countryside, to 
select the particular hymn of his 
brother’s that best fitted the local scene. 

As John and Charles and _ their 
preachers were persecuted, mobbed, 
stoned, and beaten, Charles gave them 
hymns “to be sung in a tumult.” One 
of these was 
Your Master Proclaim.” One of its 
stanzas, not now found in our hymnals, 
reads: 

When devils engage, the billows arise, 
And horribly rage and threaten the skies. 
Their fury shall never our -steadfastness shock, 
The weakest believer is built on a rock. 
And the little hymn, “For a Meeting 
of Friends,” had a deeper, eloquent 
meaning: 

And are we yet alive, 

And see each other’s face? 

Wesley’s output of hymns was tre- 
mendous—between 6,500 and 7,000 in 
the fifty years after his conversion—an 
average of over two a week. It is no 
reproach that only a‘ small proportion 
have endured. As his brother John 
commented, “Some were bad, some 
were mean [i.e., middling,] and some 
were excellently good.” Among the 
“excellently good” must be “Love Di- 
vine, All Loves Excelling”; “A Charge 
To Keep I Have”; “Arise, My Soul, 
Arise”; “Soldiers of Christ, Arise”; and 
the exquisite song for children, “Gentle 
Jesus, Meek and Mild.” 

The aged Isaac Watts, looking back 
over his own great production of 
“Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs,” 
remarked that he would rather have 
been the author of one hymn of Charles 
Wesley’s than of all his own. That 
hymn was the masterpiece of devotional 
poetry titled “Wrestling Jacob” and be- 
ginning, “Come, O thou Traveler un- 
known.” 

Wesley’s finest hymn is, unquestion- 
ably, “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.” It 
holds a high place on almost every poll 
of “ten favorite hymns” taken by 
church organizations, publications, and 
radio broadcasters. A systematic an- 
alysis of these polls on a “point system” 
selects this hymn as the favorite in the 
English language. 

Of “Jesus, Lover of My Soul” Dr. 
Louis F. Benson, a noted hymn au- 
thority, wrote, “We are dealing with 
the best-loved hymn in the language; 
the favorite of learned and _ illiterate, 
high and humble.” 

George Duffield, author of “Stand Up, 
Stand Up for Jesus,” said, “If there is 
anything in Christian experience of joy 
and sorrow, of affliction and prosperity, 
of life and death—that hymn is the 
hymn of the ages.” 

Henry Ward Beecher paid this trib- 
ute: “I would rather have written that 
hymn of Charles Wesley’s than to have 
the fame of all the kings that ever sat 
on the earth. It is more glorious. It 
has more power in it... . That hymn 
will go on singing until the last trump 
brings forth the angel band; and then, 
I think, it will mount up on some lip 
to the very presence of God.” 

Charles Wesley died on March 29, 
1788. Two weeks later his brother 


“Ye Servants of God,’ 


_ their beloved poet. 
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John was conducting a service in Bol- 
ton but made no reference to the event. 
The venerable warrior of the cross, 
himself eighty-five years of age, selected 
for the second hymn “Wrestling Jacob.” 
He read the first verse with peculiar 
emphasis and when he came to the 
words, 


My company before is ae, 
And I am left alone th Thee, 


his voice faltered and broke. Bursting 
into a flood of tears, he covered his 
face with his hands and sank back in 
the pulpit. The congregation, accus- 
tomed to the tears of Charles, had 
never seen John weep. Soon all were 
weeping and sobbing aloud, moved 
equally by sympathy for their leader 
now “left alone,” and by the loss of 
They must have 
wondered, as did one old woman in 
London (with more grief than gram- 
mar), “Who will poetry for us now?” 

When John presented his brother’s 
obituary to the Conference, summing 
up his life’s work, he said, “His: least 
praise was‘his talent for poetry.” But 
posterity and history have reversed 
that judgment. Charles Wesley’s fame 
as a preacher, which seems to have ex- 
ceeded that of John’s, has been for- 
gotten. It is as the hymn writer that 
he will ever be remembered. We may 
well concur in the judgment of Dr. 
John Julian, “It was Charles Wesley 
who was, perhaps .. . taking quantity 
and quality into consideration, the great 
hymn writer of all ages.” 
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Children at Home 


A New Hide-and-Seek 
By Mildred Rogers. 


66H ET’S go,” called Aunt Lucy. 
“I don’t want to go to mission- 

ary meeting,” wailed Polly. 

“I’m on the program and can’t leave 
you alone,” explained her aunt. 

“But it’s not for little girls,” insisted 
the child. 

“God has something for everyone to 
do,” answered Aunt Lucy. 

“Does God have work for me, too?” 
asked Polly. : 

“Of course. You’re God’s little girl, 
aren’t you?” replied her aunt. 

“I can’t do anything,” stated Polly. 

“People can always find what they 
are looking for,” insisted Aunt Lucy. 


“a: 
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‘I couldn’t play the piano. The 
Bible’s hard to read. I haven't any 
money. What could I do?” 

“You are a good little girl and cap 
sit still,” encouraged Aunt Lucy. 

“That isn’t any fun,” sighed Polly, 

“Well, come on anyway, and keep 
those bright little eyes open. It’s like 
hide-and-seek. You might find some. 
thing this afternoon.” : 

“Well,” said Polly doubtfully, 
try it.” 

At the meeting Polly tried hard. She 
sang when she knew the words, but 
when Aunt Lucy finished speaking, she 
still did not feel satisfied. She had 
not really helped anybody. . 

Then Mrs. Allen handed out needles 
and squares of cloth. 

“Our missionary wants sacks of mar- 
bles for prizes at Vacation Bible 
School,” she explained, “so we will 
make the sacks for these marbles.” 

“T can’t sew,” thought Polly. 

“Someone must count twelve mar- 
bles for each sack,” Mrs. Allen added. 

Polly jumped up. “I can, Mrs. Allen. 
Please let me.” 

“Wonderful, Polly. Here’s a place for 
you to work.” 

So Polly happily counted marbles 
and put them in the bags. 

Skipping along toward home, she re- 
marked, “It was fun, Aunt Lucy. I 
nearly gave up on that hide-and-seek, 
but I found it.” 

“And you really helped,” smiled her 
aunt. 

“Can I always help missionaries?” 
Polly asked. 

“Maybe not, but keep your bright 
eyes open. There’s always someone 
that God wants us to help, and most of 
the time it’s fun.” 


WINSLow, ARIz. 
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With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- | 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Living in Two Worlds. By Mary 
Alice Tenney. (Light and Life Press, 
Winona Lake, Ind., $2.) Dr. Tenney 
brings to this book the fruits of her in- 
tensive study of early Methodism. She 
is not content to describe the glories 
of the Wesleyan revival; she wants to 
know what were the chief elements in 
that great movement, and what those 
same elements might be expected to 
accomplish in our own day. She be- 
gins by picturing the spiritual super- 
ficiality and the emptiness of our day. 
But it was just such an impossible sit- 
uation, she points out, that John Wesley 
and his followers faced. And by the 
power of God, they saw a whole nation 
transformed. The Wesley revival, Dr. 
Tenney shows, was founded on a fresh 
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vision of God that revealed His pre- 
eminent holiness, as well as His love. 
Wesley’s followers were men who lived 
in two worlds and who steadfastly re- 
fused to allow their vision of eternal 
things to be clouded by an undue con- 
cern for the things of time. The Chris- 
tian faith to them was a matter of 
spiritual discipline—of God-directed use 
of money and time. They were not 
legalists, but they were not afraid of 
rules, and so they made disciples, and 
not just converts. The result: they 
achieve the impossible. The same thing 
could happen today, Dr. Tenney insists, 
and her case is so well documented as to 
be very convincing. The book is well 
written, and it carries a vital message 
for complacent, worldly-minded Chris- 
tians in our own time. Perhaps the only 
disappointment the reader may feel 
will be because of Dr. Tenney’s failure, 
in her analysis of the weakness of 
present-day Methodism, to point out 
the devastating effect of doctrinal 
laxity in the denomination. 
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Hawaiian Vacation Party 





EADERS of THE Sunpay ScHOOL 

Times are cordially invited to the 
Christian Fellowship vacation party 
which travels to the Hawaiian Islands 
between October 19 and November 10. 
The leader will again be Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger who, together with Mrs. Jaeger, 
will be with the tour throughout. 

“The life of the land is in righteous- 
ness,” is the motto inscribed on the 
Hawaiian coat of arms. This country 
has welcomed Christian missionaries 
with great zeal and friendliness. There 
is a refreshing kindliness, humility, and 
honesty about the people of Hawaii. 
Visitors are overwhelmed with smiles, 
flowers, and gestures of good will. 
Travel to Hawaii is an experience of 
happiness. Here is an adventure in 
vacation enjoyment. 

The Christian Fellowship Tour party 
to Hawaii will travel on vista-dome 
trains across the country, will fly one 
way to Honolulu, and sail one way 
aboard the S.S. Lurline. In Hawaii 
there will be ten days of interesting 
events, including special chartered bus 
trips which will provide the maximum 
of sight-seeing—more activities and 
Sight-seeing than the average traveler 
enjoys. ‘The islands of Oahu, Hawaii, 
and Kauai are visited on this tour. 

A free illustrated folder, -“Hawaii,” 
has been published, giving costs and 
all details. Send for a copy, if inter- 
ested. Write to Mr. H. J: Jaeger, the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Sunday School Times Co., 325 North 
13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. Then, after 
studying it, if you desire to join the 
tour—you will be most welcome. 


ve 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


‘September 28 to October 4 


Mon.—Acts 1:1-8. Power for Witnessing. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But ye shall re- 
ceive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you: and ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.” Divine 
power is necessary to make the Gospel 
effective in hearts and lives. The word 
must be with power to bring sinners to 
“the Saviour and saints into sanctifi- 
cation. In a word, two preachers ought 
to preach at the same time in every 
Gospel pulpit, as in the days of the 
apostles, who preached the Gospel sent 
down from Heaven with the Holy Spirit. 
Unless the Holy Spirit takes the 
preached word and applies it to the 
souls of men, it will bear no fruit in 
them. It is the Spirit that quickeneth. 
Pray for North Africa Mission, Upper 
Darby, Pa. 


Tues.—Acts 1:9-14. Fellowship in Prayer. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “These all con- 
tinued . . . in prayer and supplication, 
with the women, and Mary the mother 
of Jesus, and with his brethren.” Here 
we have an ideal praying company. 
Here we have the greatest co-operative 
prayer meeting in history. We have 
other examples of mixed prayer groups 
in the New Testament, as well as meet- 
ings for men. Both kinds are necessary. 
People who have the most reason for 
loving the Lord because of their re- 
demption and His mercies are the ones 
who most respond to invitations to 
prayer. If you are having trouble 
building up your prayer meeting, set 
your people to Bible reading and fam- 
ily prayers. .These are the people that 
best love social prayer. Bible reading 
leads to prayer (see Acts 6:4). Pray 
for Wycliffe Bible Translators, Glen- 
dale, Calif. 


Wed.—Acts 1:15-22. 
Choosing a New Apostle. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “And they gave 
forth their lots; and the lot fell upon 
Matthias; and he was numbered with 
the eleven apostles” (v. 26). The apos- 
tles in electing a successor to Judas, 
showed that they sought the will of 
God. The lot is the end of strife. The 
choice by a group not under pressure is 
the safest way to prevent friction in 
the selection of church officers. Small 
majorities are never satisfactory. There 
should be unity in all choices of leaders. 

' The Spirit of God is never divided.: If 
we are led by the Spirit we will never 
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be selfish. Pray for Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, IIl. 


Thurs.—Matthew 28:9-20. 
Commissioned as Witnesses. 


PraYER SuGcestions: “Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations ...” The 
Lord’s commission is still in full force. 
Millions yet await the Gospel. It is the 
duty of all Christians to see that they 
get it as quickly as possible. Hundreds 
of thousands need to be in deep prayer 
for missionaries, and for the provision 
of equipment that will enable them to 
make rapid evangelistic expansion in 
these favorable times. One Christian 
we know keeps a large list of mission- 
aries, and in bookkeeping fashion sends 
them checks monthly. She _ gives 
twenty per cent of her income to mis- 
sions. What great progress would be 
made if God’s people increased their 
giving. Pray for all faith missions. 


Fri—Isaiah 61:7-11. 
The Results Are Sure. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “I will direct 
their work in truth ... they are the 
seed which the Lord hath blessed.” 
When God’s work is done by righteous 
people in the time and way God wants 
them to fulfill His commandments, the 
work will prosper gloriously. Mr. 
Moody once gave the writer Psalm 84: 
11. It has been a life-long blessing. 
Take it as your life verse and see God’s 
hand in your) ministrations. Pray for 
the China Inland Mission Overseas Mis- 
sionary Fellowship, Philadelphia. 


Sat.—Psalm 107:1-9. : 
Let the Redeemed Say So. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Let the re- 
deemed of the Lord say so, whom he 
hath redeemed from the hand of the 
enemy.” Liberated slaves of sin and 
Satan ought to know it and to show 
their growing appreciation of it. So tell 
to others all around what a dear Sav- 
iour you have found. If you have a 
“know-so” salvation, you ought to let 
other people have your “say so.” It is 
a sad thing to find people who declare 
they belong to Christ, who yet cannot 
give a glowing testimony of praise for 
His saving grace. Your appreciation of 
God’s salvation determines your wit- 
ness for your Master. Those who have 
been forgiven much love much. Pray 
for a greater circulation of The Sunday 
School Times. . 


Sun.—John 14:12-21. 
Promise of the Holy Spirit. 
PraYER Succestions: “And I will pray 
the Father, and he shall give you an- 
other Comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever.” This promise the 
Lord fulfilled. It awaits also a latter 
day fulfillment as Peter declared in 
Acts 2:18. The Comforter has come. 
Does He abide in power in your soul? 
Multitudes of God’s people need to 
know the grace and power of the Spirit 
in life and practice. The call to all the 
people of God is, “. . . be filled with the 
Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). There cannot be 
power and victories without this filling. 
God gives the Spirit to them that obey 
Him. Pray for Wheaton Academy, 
Wheaton, Ill. 
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Gifts With Eternal Value - 


The publications listed on this page are suggested as gifts for Christmas giving. Many testimonials 
have been received from readers who have been helped by them. They instruct, edify, and bring 
spiritual blessing. The giving of them can be a valuable extension of your teaching ministry and your 
Christian testimony. The wide price range allows gifts for the many and gifts for the few, and your 
favorable consideration will help us as we strive to maintain and extend the ministry of The Sunday 




















BOOKMARK 


The text, ‘My grace is sufficient for thee,’”? 2 Cor. 
12:9, is available as a bookmark. Printed in red and 
black on vellum art P go 6x 1% inches, it makes an 
attractive, worth-while enclosure with gifts or greetin; 
cards. 25 cents a dozen; $1.50 per hundred, postpaid. 


BOOKLETS 


Victory in Christ. By Charles G. Trumbull. 


Seven messages, in one booklet, on the Victorious 
Life that have been a blessing to many Christians 
throughout the world. Includes, ‘The Life That Wins,” 
“Perils of the Victorious Life,” and others, Paper bound, 
44 pages, 35 cents each; 3 for $1; 12 for $3.75, postpaid. 


Ourselves and Others. By H. Clay Trumbull. 


A choice selection of thought-provoking editorials on 
human. relations; helpful in developing and strengthen- 
ing Christian character. Provides good material for adult 
classes and discussion groups. A fine gift item. Attractive 
stiff paper cover, 58 pases 35 cents each; 3 for $1; 
12 for $3.75, postpaid. 


BOOKS 


The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual Life. 
By Evan H. Hopkins. 


A reprint of a book regarded by many as a classic of 
holy living and the deeper spiritual life. 

The Rev. Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas said of it, “By 
far the best book available on the subject of holiness.” 

It has been regarded as the textbook of the Keswick 
Convention. 

One hundred twenty-eight pages, bound in blue cloth, 
$1.50 each, postpaid. 


The Dawn of the Scarlet Age. By Edgar Ainslie. 


An excellent study of the Book of Revelation. Mr. 
Ainslie gives sane, sound interpretations of the man 
symbols in Revelation, substantiating his conclusions wi 
Scriptural proof. 

Here is a concise summary of the divine forecast of 
coming events on the earth of which all Christians should 
be informed. 

One hundred and sixty pages, bound in red cloth, $2 
each, postpaid. 











SUBSCRIPTIONS TO 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Gift subscriptions to The Sunday School Times have 


been the means of leading many people into a richer, * 


fuller, more meaningful Christian life. A reader in Ten- 
nessee has written of her experience as follows: 


The Sunday School Times has long been a friend 
to me. The direction my life has taken is due in 
large measure to-the fact that my first pastor started 
me reading The Sunday School Times soon after I 
came into the church. He subscribed to it for me. 
. .. I shall never be able to let you know w that 


meant to me. 


Another reader, of many years’ standing, has written: 


I would like to say again that The Sunday School 
Times has been of the greatest benefit to us and a 
real blessing to our home during the almost thirty 
years that we have received it. Our pastor recom- 
mended it and took our subscription shortly after 
our marriage, and we have not been without it since. 
We have known some pretty lean years, but we were 
always able to manage the renewal price each year 
because we knew we comld not afford to be without 
it. May God continue to bless your ministry till 
Jesus comes. 

You, too, can have ~po in this special ministry by 
iving subscriptions to the Times as Christmas gifts or 
‘or other occasions. Our rates are flexible so that most 

readers can adapt them to individual requirements. 

An attractive Christmas gift card will be sent in your 
name for each gift subscription, or we will mail the 
cards directly to you if you prefer. Subscriptions will be 
entered on our rey, Be so that first copies will be 
delivered just before Christmas. 


Rates for addresses in the United States and 
possessions are: 





Six months — ee 
een ee 4.00 
ee 7.25 
OD ID acticin 15.00 


Five or more subscriptions, $3.00 each per year. One 
free subscription will given for each ten paid. 


(Please add to the above rates 25 cents per year each 
subscription for Canadian addresses and $1.50 each per 
year for foreign addresses.) 


May we have your list with remittance. We 
will handle it promptly which will complete that 
part of your gift problem. 


Please send all orders to 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY | 


325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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